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Jammu: In 43 assembly
segments of Jammu re-
gion, 68.53 per cent candi-
dates including almost all
of the PDP and BSP for-
feited their security de-
posits.These candidates
failed to secure a mini-
mum of one-sixth of the
total valid votes and lost
their security
deposits.Several candi-
dates of J&K Apni Party,
Democratic Progressive
Azad Party (DPAP), Shiv
Sena (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray), both factions
of National Panthers Party
along with eight candi-
dates of the Congress and
one of the BJP also for-
feited their security de-
posits, the constituency-
wise results released by
the Election Commission
said.Incidentally, 164 of
the total 356 candidates in
the fray from the 43 as-
sembly seats of Jammu re-
gion got less votes than
none of the above
(NOTA), which gives an
option to voters to reject
all candidates in a con-
stituency.

The National Conference
(NC)-Congress coalition,
including the CPI(M),
swept the first assembly
elections post-abrogation
of Article 370 by winning
49 seats with the regional
party gaining a total of 42
seats.While NC tally in-
cluded seven seats in the
Jammu region, the Con-
gress won one seat in
Jammu and five seats in
Kashmir. The CPI(M) has
won one seat, which is in
Kashmir.The BJP emerged
the second largest party
after the NC by winning
29 seats -- all in the
Jammu region -- which is
its best-ever perform-
ance.An analysis of the 43
results of the Jammu re-
gion revealed that out of
356 candidates in the fray,
244 have forfeited their
security deposits.
Barring Qamar Hussain
from Thanamandi and Im-
tiaz Ahmed Shan from
Banihal who had managed
to save their security de-
posit by getting 21,986
and 27,018 votes respec-
tively, none of the Peoples

Democratic Party's
(PDP's) 32 other candi-
dates were able to secure
their deposits. Majority of
them have even got less
votes than the
NOTA.Thanamandi seat
was won by NC rebel can-
didate Muzaffar Iqbal
Khan by defeating his
nearest rival Mohd Iqbal
Malik of the BJP by a mar-
gin of 6,179 votes. Khan
polled 32,645 votes
against Malik's 26,466
while PDP's Hussain, a
former MLA, ended up a
distant third.
Similarly, the Banihal seat
was won by NC's Sajjad
Shaheen who defeated
former state Congress
president and former min-
ister Vikar Rasool Wani by
a margin of 6,110 votes af-
ter bagging 27,018 votes.
Shan ended up third while
BJP's Mohd Saleem Bhat
along with four others lost
their security
deposits.Prominent faces
among the PDP who lost
their security deposit in-
cluded former MLC Fir-
dous Ahmad Tak who only

got 997 votes out of total
60,524 polled votes in
Kishtwar constituency.
The BJP's lone woman
face Shagun Parihar de-
feated former NC minister
Sajjad Kitchloo by a slen-
der margin of over 500
votes on Kishtwar. Pari-
har, whose father and un-
cle were killed by terror-
ists in November 2018,
polled 29,053 votes.
The BSP has fielded over
two dozen candidates
across Jammu region but
barring its Kathua candi-
date Sandeep Majotra
none of them made any
impact on the ground. Ma-
jotra finished runner up
from the constituency los-
ing to BJP's Bharat
Bhushan by a margin of
12,117 votes after secur-
ing 33,827 votes.Majority
of the BSP leaders also
polled less votes than
NOTA.Overall, the votes
polled by NOTA edged
past 164 candidates across
the 43 constituencies of
the Jammu region.The
DPAP, facing its first as-
sembly election after be-

ing formed by former
chief minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad in September
2022, also failed to woo
the voters. Its senior
leader and former minister
Abdul Majid Wani ended
up fourth from Doda by
getting only 10,027 votes,
which is way short of
maximum requirement to
save the security deposit.
The seat was won by dis-
trict development council
member Mehraj Malik for
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) which has opened
its account for the first
time in the J&K assembly.
Malik polled 23,228
votes, defeating BJP's
Ganjay Singh by a margin
of 4,538 votes. NC leader
and former minister
Khalid Najib Suharwardy
was third and narrowly
saved his security deposit
by getting 13,334
votes.Several other AAP
and DPAP candidates not
only lost their security de-
posit but also secured less
votes than NOTA.Former
minister and J&K Apni
Party leader Manjit Singh

managed to save his secu-
rity deposit by getting
13,161 votes and ending
up third in Vijaypur con-
stituency which was re-
tained by former BJP min-
ister Chander Prakash
Ganga who got 32,859
votes against NC's Rajesh
Kumar Pargotra's 13,819
votes.
However, Singh's other
colleagues were not lucky
to save their deposits and
were among the 164 can-
didates who scored less
than the votes polled by
NOTA.Most of the 123 in-
dependents also failed to
make a mark with the ma-
jority of them ending up
forfeiting their security
deposits. However, the
NC rebel candidates -
Choudhary Mohammad
Akram (Surankote), Pa-
yare Lal Sharma (Inder-
wal), Rameshwar Singh
(Bani) - and Congress
rebel candidate Satish
Sharma (Chhamb) won
their seats by defeating
their rivals.

Over 68 pc candidates forfeit security deposit
in 43 seats across Jammu, highest of PDP

Katra, October 9: In a pur-
suit to enhance quality
healthcare services for pil-
grims, employees of Shrine
Board and allied agencies
deployed in Bhawan and
surrounding areas, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Anshul Garg, today in-
augurated the Pradhan
Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Kendra (PM-
BJK) at Bhawan during the
ongoing Shardiya Navratras
as per the directions of Shri
Manoj Sinha, Hon’ble
Chairman, SMVDSB (Lt.
Governor, JK-UT).
The newly established PM-
BJK at Bhawan aligns with
the Government of India's
vision to provide affordable
quality medicines and
healthcare products. This
initiative benefits lakhs of
pilgrims visiting the Shrine
annually and officials in the
area by offering easy access
to generic medicines, med-
ical devices and essential

healthcare products at af-
fordable prices thereby mak-
ing quality healthcare more
accessible to all.
The Chief Executive Officer
reaffirmed the Board's en-
deavor to enhance health-
care infrastructure along the
pilgrimage route by ensuring
that pilgrims experience
spiritual fulfillment and re-
ceive affordable medical
care when needed. He em-
phasized that affordable

healthcare is a vital aspect of
the pilgrimage and the
Board is proud to offer this
service at the pilgrimage
destination. The PMBJK
will significantly bolster the
healthcare ecosystem by
providing a holistic ap-
proach to pilgrims' well-be-
ing. This initiative enables
pilgrims and employees to
access high-quality medi-
cines at economical rates
without compromising on

quality and efficacy.
CEO underscored that Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board reiterated its mission
of delivering services that go
beyond religious aspects by
catering to the overall well-
being of society. The CEO
assured that the Board will
continue its efforts to pro-
vide world-class facilities
and extend its healthcare,
education and welfare pro-
grams in the region.

Notably, to cater to the med-
ical needs of the pilgrims,
seven fully functional med-
ical units having modern
medical equipments are be-
ing run by the Board at vari-
ous strategic locations along
the track to attend any med-
ical exigency round the
clock. Standby ambulances
are also available for imme-
diate shifting of patients to
the referred Hospital for spe-
cialized medical attention.
Besides, there is a Govt.
Community Hospital at Ka-
tra and about 09 Km from
Katra, a 300 bedded tertiary
care Hospital of the Shrine
Board is also available to at-
tend all medical needs of the
pilgrims (at cost to Board).
Additionally, nine cloud-en-
abled state-of-the-art Health
ATMs along the revered pil-
grimage track and one
Telemedicine Studio at Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Superspeciality
Hospital (SMVDNSH),
Kakryal has also been made

functional by the Board for
the facilitation of the pil-
grims.
Earlier, the Chief Executive
Officer also unveiled the
Durlabh Darshan Kendra, a
collaborative initiative with
TechXR Innovations Pvt.
Ltd., offering pilgrims a
complimentary 11-minute
virtual reality experience of
the entire  Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi pilgrimage during
Shardiya Navratras. Using
VR headsets, devotees can
immerse themselves in the
sacred journey, encompass-
ing the entire route, Aarti,
and Holy Pindis darshans,
fostering a profound spiri-
tual connection without ex-
tensive time commitments.
Building on last year's
launch of virtual darshan
through the natural cave, this
innovative technology en-
hances the pilgrimage expe-
rience by providing a real
accessible and immersive
spiritual encounter for devo-
tees.

SMVDSB expands Healthcare with Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendra at Bhawan

Unveils Virtual Darshan of the Holy Pilgrimage
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Kargil, October 9, 2024: 
The three day Integrated
Communication and Out-
reach Programme being or-
ganised in Kargil by the
Central Bureau of Commu-
nication, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Government of India, con-
tinued on Wednesday here at
the Syed Mehdi Memorial
Auditorium. The objective
of the programme is to raise
awareness on sustainable
development, cleanliness,
balanced nutrition and new
government initiatives under
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
Resource persons from the
departments of Agriculture
and Horticulture provided
comprehensive information
on organic farming, technol-
ogy-driven agricultural ad-
vancements, and available
government schemes for in-
centivization and employ-
ment generation. They en-
couraged participants to
explore these opportunities

for community develop-
ment. 
Speakers from the Wildlife,
Education,Employment and
Counselling departments
also shared detailed insights
on various government ini-
tiatives aimed at enhancing
livelihoods and protecting
the environment.
A documentary showcasing
the rich biodiversity of the
Ladakh region was also
screened for the participants.
Ghulam Abass, Director
CBC J&K & Ladakh region,
emphasized CBC’s role in
conducting outreach pro-
grammes across Ladakh re-
gion with a focus on reach-
ing the remotest areas to
ensure an informed and em-
powered citizenry.
A theme based quiz competi-
tion was also held during the
day with winners receiving
mementos and commenda-
tion certificates. The cultural
troupes empanelled with
CBC J&K presented the-

matic skits and musical per-
formances providing whole-
some infotainment to the au-
dience.
The event saw an enthusias-
tic participation from stu-
dents, resource persons and
local residents on second
consecutive day as well. 
Shahid Mohammad Lone,
Field Publicity Officer, CBC
Anantnag, delivered the
welcome address, while
Naseer Ahmad Rather, Field
Publicity Officer, CBC Sri-
nagar presented vote of
thanks concluding the day's
proceedings.
It was informed that on
Thursday - the concluding
day, the outreach pro-
gramme will further engage
the participants with discus-
sions on themes like Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat and
the New Criminal Laws.

CBC's Three day outreach programme
on Mission Life continues in Kargil

Jammu, Oct 9
Only AAP can douse the ven-
omous atmosphere in  the Coun-
try in General & J&K-UT in par-
ticular -Rao
Jammu, Oct 9: Mr. Kuldeep Ku-
mar Rao, Sr. AAP leader in a
press statement issued here has
sincerely thanked the voters of
52-Doda Assembly Con-
stituency for their wholehearted
physical, moral, ethical & finan-
cial support to a poor, educated,
awakened, courageous, out spo-
ken & selfless son of the soil-
Mr. Mehraj-Ud-Din Malik as a
Member of Legislative Assem-
bly, rejecting the old spent
forces of traditional political
Parties for bringing holistic
change & a new meaning to pol-
itics of service to the people. 

Mr. Rao said that the AAP
has taken its birth to the service
of common man, the workers,
laborers, farmers & exploited
class of the society. Mr Rao con-
gratulated Delhi & Punjab peo-
ple for their wisdom & fore-
sightedness who voted Kejriwal
to serve the people, who has, be-
cause his visionary pro- people

politics & programs, revolution-
ized & galvanized the Delhi UT
& given a new concept of gover-
nance in politics-i,e; "gover-
nance to serve & not to rule",
Mr. Rao said & added that Delhi
type of governance is a death
blow to communalism & hate
policy of certain Political  Par-
ties.  Mr. Rao further said that
only Aam Aadmi Party, with its

magical Policies & Programs,
has the capacity to douse the
venomous situation created in
the country by the BJP. He said
that nationally famed & world
acclaimed progress in Education
& Health Sectors- irrespective
of caste, creed & colour across
all sections of society, can surely
go a long way in dousing the
venomously charged communal

atmosphere because 40 % of the
total- allocation of the budget in
Delhi has been allocated for Ed-
ucation & Health sectors, which
alone can galvanize the ground
situation, he said. 

Mr. Rao, further said that a
very dangerous trend is going
rounds in politics these days. All
traditional Political Parties are
spreading the massage that if
such & such Parties comes to
power than such & such religion
groups will be targeted. It is to-
tally a false agenda being spread
by these traditional political par-
ties only to mislead poor people.
The need of the hour is to expose
all these tradition political par-
ties for playing caste base poli-
tics. The present situation in the
country in general & J&K in
particular is due to the corrupt &
caste base politics being played
by all these traditional political
parties. The need of the hour is
to unitedly irrespective of caste,
creed, colour or religion or re-
gion should expose and vote
against them. No Hindu, Mus-
lim, Sikh are safe in this corrupt
& caste base politics.

"Mr. Rao thanks the voters of 52-Doda Assembly 
Constituency for their support & Vote to  Mehraj Malik."

Jammu, 9th October 2024:
India’s leading Manufac-
turer of Earthmoving and
Construction Equipment,
JCB India, today launched
its JCB NXT 215 LC Fuel
Master Tracked Excavator
at its state-of-the-art factory
in Pune. In addition to its in-
troduction to the domestic
market, the machine will
also be exported to coun-
tries around the world.  
The JCBNXT 215 LC Fuel
Master has been extensively
engineered to reduce fuel
consumption by 14% com-
pared to the previous model.
It has been tested for de-
manding working cycles for
Indian operations and sig-
nificantly benefits cus-
tomers through reduced op-
erating costs. 
This has been possible
through optimised Hy-
draulics using JCB’s Intel-
liflow Hydraulics technol-
ogy. The machine now gives
real-time fuel consumption
data through the onboard in-
terface screen as well as
over LiveLink which is
JCB’s innovative remote
monitoring solution.   Im-
provement in fuel efficiency
can lead to an estimated sav-
ings of Rs. 2.90 Lacs per
year, a direct saving for
JCB’s customers. In addi-
tion to this, new feature of
auto engine long idle stop
avoids wastage of fuel
wastage in case engine is
idling for long.
Speaking at the event, JCB
India CEO and Managing
Director, Mr. Deepak Shetty
said, “Innovation has been
the cornerstone of our oper-
ations in India for over four
decades. This new machine
has been engineered to en-
hance the profitability of
our customers through a sig-
nificant reduction in fuel
consumption of 14%. It will
lead to a better return on
their investments in today’s
competitive working envi-
ronment”
This new machine is also
5% more productive and
comes with a Power Boost
function to perform in tough
applications. It has a quieter
engine compartment which
makes operations comfort-
able and fatigue-free. The
machine is also designed to
give strong performance in
Rock Breaker applications.
LED lights have been intro-
duced for brighter work.

JCB India launches its
most fuel-efficient
Tracked Excavator
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Jammu 9 October/Senior
Hindutva BJP leader Guruji
Raju Chandel was seen dis-
tributing jalebis at the BJP
Delhi headquarters while
celebrating the victory in
Haryana. Talking to journal-
ists on this occasion, he said
that our country's great sci-
entist Bhaiya Pappu some-
times promises the people
of the country that gold will
be made from potatoes and
sometimes he says that
jalebis will be made from
machines and when Bhaiya
Pappu was seen losing in
Haryana, he forgot to buy
the jalebis booked from the
Halwais. He had booked
jalebis in advance from the
Halwais to come to Haryana
and the Halwais made thou-
sands of tons of jalebis and
Pappu Bhaiya and his team
did not come to pick them
up and forgot to give them
money. Therefore, all of us
Sanatani BJP leaders did not
let the farmers of Haryana
suffer any loss and bought
all their jalebis and this time
instead of laddus, we fed
jalebis to all the workers and
the public. On this occasion,
he claimed that the popula-
tion of Valmiki Harijan
community in Haryana is 25
percent. They and the Jat
community together have
made the BJP win with a
huge majority. Not a single
vote of the Valmiki Harijan
community was allowed to
go here and there in the
Haryana assembly elec-
tions. The Valmiki commu-
nity directly voted for the
BJP. While answering the
questions of the journalists,
Mr. Chandel said on the
Jammu Kashmir issue that
due to some Jai Chands, we
have lost in Jammu Kashmir
and because of them it
seems that if the situation
remains like this, then there
can never be a Hindu Chief
Minister in Jammu. And it is
a matter of happiness that
we have created history by
winning the maximum
number of assembly seats in
Jammu province. 

Jammu, Oct 9:  Demonstrat-
ing its unwavering commit-
ment to safeguarding both
consumer and distributor in-
terest and wellbeing,
Amway India, one of the
leading companies support-
ing health and wellbeing,
initiated a robust awareness
campaign to educate stake-
holders on the unauthorized
sale of its products. The
comprehensive strategy in-
volves efforts to educate
stakeholders against the
risks involved, enhance sup-
ply chain monitoring, strin-
gent measures against the
offenders, and targeted sup-
port sessions and resources
for authorized distributors.
The move reinforces
Amway’s dedication to con-
sumer protection by ensur-
ing they get authentic
Amway products and asso-
ciated benefits when pur-
chased through Amway dis-
tributors or official Amway
website only.  Unauthorized
selling is not limited to di-
rect selling only. Many com-
panies are battling with this
issue where products are of-
ten distributed through unof-

ficial channels such as e-
commerce platforms or
third-party sellers, under-
mining product authenticity
and consumer safety.
Amway India, in its commit-
ment to consumer safety and
product integrity, is actively
fighting against unautho-
rized selling to protect its
consumers from potentially
counterfeit and harmful
products. Unauthorized sell-
ers often bypass the strin-
gent quality control meas-
ures that Amway India
implements to ensure every
product reaching the con-

sumer meets the highest
standards. It not only puts
the consumers at risk but
also undermines the trust
and hard work of the dedi-
cated Amway distributors.
The company follows a Zero
Tolerance Policy against
unauthorized selling, which
includes clear guidelines and
actions to the extent of sus-
pending or terminating dis-
tributors involved in unau-
thorized sales and ensures
that authentic Amway prod-
ucts are available only
through Amway-authorized
channels.Amway India en-

sures uncompromised qual-
ity and authenticity by ex-
clusively distributing its
products through authorized
channels, which are through
Amway Distributors and its
official website
(www.amway.in). The com-
pany strictly prohibits sales
through shops, supermar-
kets, brokers, dealers, or any
other third-party e-com-
merce platforms and does
not guarantee the authentic-
ity or quality of products
from these sources. All
Amway products in India
are labelled 'Sold only
through Amway Direct Sell-
ing Partners' to affirm their
authenticity and quality. By
purchasing from official
sources, consumers are as-
sured of world-class product
quality backed by a money-
back guarantee  for any is-
sues, and the benefit of need-
based
recommendations provided
by the authorized distribu-
tors. Amway’s commitment
to transparency allows cus-
tomers to trace product jour-
neys from raw material to
finished goods, reinforcing

the brand’s dedication to
safety and overall wellbeing.
To support distributors in ad-
dressing customer queries,
Amway provides compre-
hensive resources ensuring
accurate information shar-
ing. The company educates
its distributors and their cus-
tomers about unauthorized
sales risks through social
media campaigns, legal no-
tices in newspapers, and
warning messages on the
website, in addition to exclu-
sive sessions for Amway
distributors by the compli-
ance team.Furthermore, in
its continuous efforts to
make its products accessible
faster, Amway India has
strengthened its delivery
network. Now spanning
17000+ pin codes, Amway
has managed to manage the
average delivery time of 1.6
days, with a staggering 87%
of orders in metro cities now
reaching customers within
just 24 hours. This focus on
last-mile delivery not only
enhances customer satisfac-
tion but also effectively un-
dermines the appeal of unau-
thorized sales.

Amway India Strengthens Efforts to Safeguard 
Consumer Wellbeing and Support its Distributors

Srinagar, Oct 09:  As a goodwill ges-
ture and providing international ex-
posure to budding footballers, Uni-
versity of Kashmir, on Wednesday
hosted U-17 Indian National Foot-
ball team for an exhibition cum
friendly match at Ground ‘B’ of the
Varsity. This is a momentous occa-
sion for entire University to host a
National team, which has excelled
and proved their mettle at Interna-
tional level championship.
In line with the visionary idea of
Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri.
Narendra Modi of taking sport activ-
ities to every nook and corner of the
country, University of Kashmir is
taking a lead in promoting sports ac-
tivities for the students enrolled with
University and its affiliated colleges
across valley. The Indian U-17 Foot-
ball team has been provided the basic
amenities by Varsity to carry out
their intermediate high altitude train-

ing in view of forthcoming Interna-
tional competitions in pipeline.
An exhibition cum friendly match
was played between Varsity’s Foot-
ball team, and U-17 Indian Football
team. Both teams exhibited their
football prowess during course of
the game in allotted time. The match
was played to provide a flip to Uni-
versity sports culture, and  as a
booster to enhance morale of ath-

letes at large to showcase their tal-
ent.
Hon’ble,  Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Nilofar Khan presided over the func-
tion as chief guest. She was im-
pressed to witness a thrilling per-
formance from both teams in a
highly competitive game, which
went goalless. While speaking on the
occasion, she congratulated U-17 In-
dian Football team for winning the

recently concluded SAFF Champi-
onship held in Bhutan. University of
Kashmir has a robust sports ecosys-
tem in terms of coaching staff and
state of art facilities for the students to
execute their practice and thereby
winning laurels for the Varsity in
general and Country in particular.
She also conveyed her best wishes to
young players representing U-17 In-
dian Football team for having quali-
fied for AFC Qualifiers. Dean Aca-
demic Affairs, Prof. Shareef U Din
Peerzada was also present on the oc-
casion, highlighted the role of pro-
fessional players in grooming young
talented footballers of the Jammu &
Kashmir. Registrar, Prof. Naseeer
Iqbal, remarked that University of
Kashmir is working tirelessly in pro-
viding best facilities to players for
displaying their talent at various lev-
els of competition in various disci-
plines.

KU Hosts U -17 Indian National Football Team

Valmiki Samaj 
and Jat Samaj made
BJP win in Haryana

-- Chandel

http://www.amway.in).
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B K Singh

From improved
groundwater quality to
managing solid and
liquid waste, the mis-
sion's impact has been
substantial, but the
journey towards a
cleaner India must
continue
Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan was launched
by PM Narendra Modi
on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti in
2014. The mission has
completed ten years
and during this period
120 million families
have been provided
access to safe sanita-
tion at their homes.
The rural household
latrines have trans-
formed the lives of the
masses, especially
about human health
and well-being. It has
cut open defecation
and UNICEF’s report
in 2018 indicates that
there is a saving of 5.2
per cent of GDP in a
year on this count. The
other observed benefits
are preventing pollu-
tion of groundwater,
less infant mortality
and better attendance
for girl children in
schools. Though nearly
4000 cities are certi-
fied to have main-
tained hygiene and
cleanliness, the chal-
lenge for users and
managers is to keep it
all functional and used
continuously.
The golden decade of
Indian sanitation is
being celebrated this
year starting from 17th
September 2024 (PM’s
birthday) to 2nd
October 2024, Gandhi
Jayanti. Let me exam-
ine in this piece as to
what are the hits and
misses of the mission
and also indicate the
possible roadmap for
the future. Civic agen-
cies and local bodies

have done their bit for
the success of the mis-
sion. The annual rank-
ing of city corporations
on this front has made
them highly competi-
tive. Cities like Indore,
Mysuru and Lucknow
and several others have
secured high ranks,
which has induced
other city corporations
to do more work for
better ranks. The seg-
regation of solid
wastes into wet and
dry has taken a big
leap. The processing of
urban wastes which
used to be 18 per cent
in 2014 has gone up to
80 per cent today. The
management of solid
waste disposal sites
has remained a chal-
lenge. The generation
of electricity and bio-
fuel from dry wastes
has not picked up as
yet. However, use of
the wet wastes to gen-
erate compost and bio-
gas is relatively better
performing. More
innovation, use of
technology and invest-
ment can be a game
changer. The bigger
problem is the man-
agement of nearly 220
million tonnes of waste
in the landfills around
many cities. Mountains
of garbage at Ghazipur,
Okhala, Bhalswa and
Bandhwari in and
around the national
capital have been
engaging the attention
of governments,
experts and Courts for
quite some time, but no
workable solution has
been found.
Liquid wastes are a
more serious problem.
The civic agencies
allowing sewage to
flow through open
drains have to ensure
that all such drains are
concealed, lest the
sewage mixes with the
flood water and can
find its way into urban
water bodies. Further,

the sewer lines carry-
ing household sewage
and the soak pits are to
be periodically
checked and repaired
so that no leakage

takes place and under-
ground aquifers are not
contaminated. A
sewage treatment plant
(STP) provided at the
inlet point of a water

body should be func-
tional and no untreated
sewage should be
allowed to ingress into
the water body without
treatment. Local bod-

ies and municipalities
must ensure that indi-
vidual houses do not
connect their sewer
line to stormwater
drains.

Ten years of Swachh Bharat: The road ahead

DIP/J-5247/24



10 October to 16 October 2024Weekly Sight & Sound 13

Rajdeep Pathak

Celebrating unity and recon-
ciliation through art
In a world fraught with divi-
sions, art transcends barri-
ers, builds bridges.
“Weaving Life to Weave
Peace,” underscores this
profound connection
In a world often marked by
discord and division, art
emerges as a powerful
medium that transcends bar-
riers and speaks to our
shared humanity. It serves
as a universal language that
unites people in their collec-
tive longing for peace, heal-
ing, and reconciliation.
Against this backdrop,
Gandhi Smriti and Darshan
Samiti, in collaboration with
the Embassy of Colombia in
India, recently hosted a
poignant exhibition titled
“Weaving Life to Weave
Peace,” an initiative of
‘Tejidos Chakana’. This sig-
nificant event, held shortly
after the celebrations of
October 2nd – Gandhi
Jayanti, and the
International Day of
Nonviolence – underscores
the deep connection
between art and the pursuit
of harmony in our world.
The exhibition vividly high-
lights the transformative
power of creativity as it
honours the countless lives
lost to conflict in Colombia
– and the world per se – a
nation that has weathered its
share of internal strife and
lost countless innocent citi-
zens.
The Colombian artisans,
Mateo Perea Bernal and
Nancy Gomez presented an
extraordinary array of stun-
ning creations crafted with
fine stone beads. Each
meticulously designed por-

trait serves as a heartfelt
homage to politicians, jour-
nalists, humourists, social
thinkers, and others whose
lives were tragically cut
short by violence. Another
defining moment of the
exhibition was the unveiling
of a remarkable portrait of
Mahatma Gandhi, crafted
out of an astounding, over
1.4 million stone beads by
Ambassador HE  Victor
Echeverri of Colombia in
India, with flags of both the
Nations imprinted through
the beads.
This unique piece stands as
a testament to the ideals of
peace and reconciliation that
Mahatma Gandhi tirelessly
championed throughout his
life. In a touching gesture, it
was generously donated to
the Gandhi Smriti, serving
as a fitting tribute to the
legacy of a leader who
devoted himself to the prin-
ciples of nonviolence, till
the last breath of his life.
‘Tejidos Chakana’ is a trans-
formative Colombian initia-
tive rooted in ancestral tra-
ditions, using the art of
weaving to promote peace
and reconciliation. Founded
by artisans, it honours
indigenous techniques and
local materials, preserving
traditional craftsmanship
while providing a platform
for artisans to express their
stories of struggle and
resilience.

Each handcrafted piece
reflects the creativity and
strength of a nation recover-
ing from conflict, weaving
narratives of hope and unity
for a brighter future. At the
heart of ‘Tejidos Chakana’
is the belief that art can
bridge divides and foster
understanding. The initia-
tive engages diverse com-
munities through workshops
and collaborative projects,
empowering individuals to
reclaim their voices and
share their experiences. This
cultural exchange promotes
dialogue, enabling people to
confront their past and
imagine peaceful coexis-
tence. Moreover, through
vibrant exhibitions, ‘Tejidos
Chakana’ celebrates the
artistry and resilience of
Colombian artisans, under-
scoring their vital role in the
larger narrative of peace-
building. The initiative is a
testament to the power of
creativity in healing com-
munities and fostering
social impact.
By promoting dialogue and
cultural exchange, the aim is
to foster an environment
where healing can occur,
allowing people to confront
their past while envisioning
a peaceful coexistence. The
story of ‘Tejidos Chakana’
resonates deeply with
Mahatma Gandhi’s beliefs,
particularly his emphasis on
the use of hands, creativity,

and self-reliance as essential
elements of individual and
societal transformation.
Gandhi often spoke of the
profound connection
between manual labour and
the soul, advocating for the
dignity and significance of
work that involves the
hands.
He would say, “If I were a
poet, I would write poetry
on the possibilities of my
five fingers”. In his vision
of education, known as ‘Nai
Talim’ or “Basic
Education,” Mahatma
Gandhi stressed the impor-
tance of learning through
productive activity, where
creativity and craftsmanship
were not merely tools for
economic independence but
essential means for cultivat-
ing inner peace, self-
reliance, and a deeper con-
nection with one’s commu-
nity. Much like ‘Tejidos
Chakana,’ Mahatma Gandhi
viewed the act of creating
with one’s hands as a form
of empowerment, healing,
and self-expression. For
him, the spinning wheel, or
‘charkha,’ became a symbol
of India’s struggle for inde-
pendence – more than just a
tool for producing cloth, it
represented self-sufficiency,
unity, and the rejection of
exploitative systems. By
encouraging Indians to spin
their yarn and weave their
cloth, Gandhi ji promoted
the idea that true freedom
came from within, not only
political or economic auton-
omy but also spiritual and
cultural self-reliance.
In both the Gandhian frame-
work and the ‘Tejidos
Chakana’ initiative, the act
of weaving transcends its
material purpose to become
a metaphor for life itself.

Celebrating unity and reconciliation through art
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Israel has eliminated Nasrallah’s
‘successors’, says Netanyahu 

Jerusalem, Oct 9: 
Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu
claimed that the country’s
forces have successfully tar-
geted and eliminated poten-
tial successors to the re-
cently deceased Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah.

In a video message re-
leased on Tuesday (local
time), Netanyahu said,
“We’ve degraded Hezbol-
lah’s capabilities. We took
out thousands of terrorists,
including Nasrallah himself
and Nasrallah’s replace-
ment, and the replacement of
the replacement.”

Addressing the people of
Lebanon, Netanyahu urged
them “to reclaim their coun-
try from the grip” of Hezbol-
lah. “Lebanon was once
known for its tolerance, for
its beauty. Today, it’s a place
of chaos, a place of war,” he
stated.

Netanyahu attributed
Lebanon’s downfall to “a

gang of tyrants and terror-
ists” and specifically high-
lighted Iran’s assistance
Hezbollah.

“Iran finances and arms
Hezbollah to serve Iran’s in-
terests at Lebanon’s ex-
pense. Hezbollah has turned
Lebanon into a stockpile of
ammunition and weapons
and a forward Iranian mili-
tary base. Just one day after
the October 7 massacre a
year ago, Hezbollah joined

the war against Israel. It
launched an unprovoked at-
tack on our cities and on our
citizens. It has since fired
over 8,000 missiles at Israel
killing civilians without dis-
tinctions, Jews, Christians,
Muslims and Druze.”

“Israel has decided to put
an end to this. We’ve de-
cided to do whatever is nec-
essary to return our people
safely to their homes. Israel
has a right to defend itself.

Israel also has a right to win.
And Israel will win,” he
added. Further, the Israeli
Prime Minister emphasised
that the Lebanese people
stand at a critical crossroad.
“Today, Hezbollah is weaker
than it’s been for many,
many years. Now you, the
Lebanese people, you stand
at a significant crossroads. It
is your choice. You can now
take back your country. You
can return it to a path of
peace and prosperity. If you
don’t, Hezbollah will con-
tinue to try to fight Israel
from densely populated ar-
eas at your expense. It does-
n’t care if Lebanon is
dragged into a wider war,”
he urged. Netanyahu ques-
tioned the value of contin-
ued conflict, asking
Lebanese parents, “Is it
worth it?” He emphasised
the potential for a better fu-
ture, restoring Lebanon to its
former tranquillity. “You de-
serve a Lebanon that is dif-
ferent. One country, one

flag, one people. Don’t let
these terrorists destroy your
future any more than they’ve
already done. Stand up and
take your country back,” Ne-
tanyahu said.

He concluded by encour-
aging the Lebanese people
to seize the opportunity “to
secure their children’s future
and to free their country”
from Hezbollah’s control.
year, on October 7 Hamas
launched a massive terror at-
tack against Israel killing
over 1200 people and hold-
ing over 250 as hostages, out
of whom around 100 are still
in captivity. In response, Is-
rael launched a strong
counter-offensive, targeting
Hamas units in the Gaza
Strip. However, the mount-
ing civilian toll has raised
concerns 

over the humanitarian sit-
uation in the region. More
than 35,000 Palestinians
have been killed in the con-
flict, according to the Gaza
health ministry.

Drone strikes another arms depot
inside Russia, says Ukraine military

Kyiv, Oct 9: 
A Ukrainian drone struck

an important arms depot in-
side Russia, the Ukraine mil-
itary said Wednesday, three
weeks after another drone
blasted a major Russian ar-
moury and three days after a
drone smashed into a key oil
terminal in Russia-occupied
Crimea.

The Tuesday night strike
targeted an arsenal in Rus-
sia's Bryansk border region
where missiles and artillery
munitions were stored, in-
cluding some that had been
delivered by North Korea, a
Ukrainian General Staff
statement said.

Hugely powerful glide
bombs that have terrorised
civilian areas of Ukraine and
bludgeoned Ukrainian army
defences were also kept at

the arsenal, located 115 kilo-
metres (70 miles) from the
Ukrainian border, and some
of the ammunition was
stored in the open, it said.

Striking such arsenals

creates serious logistical
problems for the Russian
army, thus significantly re-
ducing (its) offensive capa-
bilities, the statement said.

Russia is expending

enormous amounts of am-
munition as it makes its ad-
vantage in artillery shells felt
on the battlefield in a war of
attrition that is approaching
its 1,000-day milestone next
month.

Its slow but relentless
drive deeper into Ukraine's
eastern Donetsk region is
stretching Ukraine's re-
sources just as some of
Kyiv's key Western partners
are being distracted by do-
mestic concerns and Middle
East wars.

Ukraine is building up its
own arms industry, and au-
thorities have identified
drones as an important as-
pect of that. Among the key
areas identified are drones
for our army, and this should
be a supply that not only
constantly increases in vol-

ume, but also evolves and
develops in line with the de-
mands of war, Ukraine Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said in a video address late
Tuesday about weapons pro-
duction. The Russian mili-
tary has also improved its
drones' capabilities and ex-
panded their use. Russian
drones targeted Ukraine's
southern Odesa region for
the third night in a row on
Tuesday, injuring five peo-
ple, regional Gov. Oleh
Kiper said.

However, Ukraine's air
defences have proved re-
silient against drones. The
Ukrainian air force said
Wednesday it shot down 21
out of 22 drones that Russia
launched over three Ukrain-
ian regions.

Google Deepmind
CEO Hassabis

among 3 winners
of Nobel Prize in

Chemistry
The Royal Swedish

Academy of Sciences,
which awards the annual
Nobel Prizes, announced on
Wednesday that the presti-
gious award in the field of
Chemistry has been split be-
tween David Baker for his
contributions to computa-
tional protein design and
jointly to Demis Hassabis
and John M. Jumper for
their work in protein struc-
ture prediction.

“The Nobel Prize in
Chemistry 2024 is about
proteins, life’s ingenious
chemical tools,” the acad-
emy said in a statement,
while announcing the win-
ners for 2024.

The committee said that
Baker had been awarded the
Nobel Prize in Chemistry
for achieving the feat of de-
signing entirely new types
of proteins. Meanwhile,
Hassabis and Jumper were
recognised for their break-
through in creating an ad-
vanced artificial intelli-
gence model that accurately
predicts the intricate struc-
tures of proteins. Their
model can predict the struc-
ture of almost all known
proteins.

Hassabis and Jumper’s
AI model, which is known
as AlphaFold2, can be used
to predict the structure of
virtually all the 200 million
proteins. Since its creation,
the model has been used by
over two million people
from 190 countries, the
academy said.

About the winners:
Baker, born in 1962 in

Washington’s Seattle, is cur-
rently a professor at the Uni-
versity of Washington. He
earned his PhD in 1989
from the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley and his dis-
covery has innovative appli-
cations in various scientific
fields.

UK auction house pulls Naga 'Human Skull' from online sale after outcry
London, Oct 9: 
A UK auction house has

withdrawn a Naga Human
Skull' from its lots for a live
online sale on Wednesday
following outcry in India
over the issue.

The Swan auction house
at Tetsworth in Oxfordshire
had a series of skulls and
other remains originating
from around the world as
part of The Curious Collec-
tor Sale, Antiquarian Books,
Manuscripts & Paintings.
The 19th Century Horned

Naga Human Skull, Naga
Tribe' was slotted as Lot No.
64 and resulted in protests in
Nagaland, led by Chief Min-
ister Neiphiu Rio who
sought the intervention of
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar to stop the hurt-
ful sale.

The news of the pro-
posed auction of Naga hu-
man remains in the UK has
been received by all sections
in a negative manner as it is a
highly emotional and sacred
issue for our people. It has

been a traditional custom of
our people to give the highest
respect and honour for the
remains of the demised, said
Rio in his letter.He urged the
minister to take up the mat-
ter with the High Commis-
sion of India in London so
that steps are taken to ensure
that the auction of the skull
can be stopped after the Fo-
rum for Naga Reconciliation
(FNR) raised concerns over
the matter.

This piece would be of
particular interest to collec-

tors with a focus on anthro-
pology and tribal cultures,
reads the description of the
auction lot, listed for an
opening bid of GBP 2,100
(Rs 2.30 lakh approxi-
mately) with the auctioneer's
estimate expecting it to fetch
as much as GBP 4,000 (Rs
43 lakh approximately).

Its provenance is traced
back to the collection of 19th
century Belgian architect
Francois Coppens.

The FNR asserted that
the auction of the human re-

mains contravenes Article
15 of the United Nations De-
claration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples (UN-
DRIP), which says:
"Indigenous Peoples have a
right to the dignity and di-
versity of their cultures, tra-
ditions, histories and aspira-
tions which shall be
appropriately reflected in
education and public infor-
mation." FNR then con-
tacted the auction house di-
rectly to condemn the sale
and to call for the object to

be repatriated to Nagaland.
The organisation is one of
many indigenous groups
from across the world that is
currently in dialogue with
the Pitt Rivers Museum in
Oxford about artefacts held
in the museum's collection.

Laura Van Broekhoven,
director of the museum, told
the BBC she was "outraged"
at some of these items going
up for auction. "The fact
these objects were taken is
really painful, and the fact
that they were being. 



Researchers have found
that a simple blood test
can detect breast cancer
up to five years before
there are any clinical
signs of it.
The blood test identifies
the body’s immune
response to substances
produced by tumour
cells, according to the
research presented at
the 2019 NCRI
(National Cancer
Research Institute)
Cancer Conference in
Glasgow, UK, on
Sunday.
“We need to develop
and further validate
this test,” said Daniyah
Alfattani from
University of
Nottingham in Britain.
“However, these results
are encouraging and
indicate that it’s possi-
ble to detect a signal for
early breast cancer.
Once we have improved
the accuracy of the test,

then it opens the possi-
bility of using a simple
blood test to improve
early detection of the
disease,” she said.
Cancer cells produce
proteins called antigens
that trigger the body to
make antibodies
against them—auto-
antibodies.
The researchers have
found that these
tumour-associated anti-
gens (TAAs) are good
indicators of cancer,
and now they have
developed panels of
tumour-associated anti-
gens that are known
already to be associated
with breast cancer to
detect whether or not
there are auto-antibod-
ies against them in
blood samples taken
from patients.
In a pilot study, the
researchers took blood
samples from 90 breast
cancer patients at the

time they were diag-
nosed with breast can-
cer and matched them
with samples taken
from 90 patients with-
out breast cancer (the
control group).
They used screening
technology (protein
microarray) that
allowed them to screen
the blood samples rap-
idly for the presence of
auto-antibodies against
40 tumour-associated
antigens associated

with breast cancer, and
also 27 tumour-associ-
ated antigens that were
not known to be linked
with the disease.
“The results of our
study showed that
breast cancer does
induce autoantibodies
against panels of specif-
ic tumour-associated
antigens. We were able
to detect cancer with
reasonable accuracy by
identifying these auto-
antibodies in the blood,”

Alfattani said while
presenting the
research.
The researchers identi-
fied three panels of
tumour-associated anti-
gens against which to
test for autoantibodies.
The accuracy of the test
improved in the panels
that contained more
tumour-associated anti-
gens.
The panel of five
tumour-associated anti-
gens correctly detected
breast cancer in 29 per
cent of the samples
from the cancer
patients and correctly
identified 84 per cent of
the control samples as
being cancer-free.
The panel of seven
tumour-associated anti-
gens correctly identified
cancer in 35 per cent of
cancer samples and no
cancer in 79 per cent of
control samples. The

panel of nine antigens
correctly identified can-
cer in 37 per cent of
cancer samples and no
cancer in 79 per cent of
the controls.
The researchers are
now testing samples
from 800 patients
against a panel of nine
tumour-associated anti-
gens, and they expect
the accuracy of the test
to improve with these
larger numbers.
“A blood test for early
breast cancer detection
would be cost effective,
which would be of par-
ticular value in low and
middle income coun-
tries. It would also be
an easier screening
method to implement
compared to current
methods, such as mam-
mography,” said
Alfattani.
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Washington: Vaping devices
and the chemicals they deliv-
er -- increasingly popular
among teens -- may damage
the cardiovascular system, a
study said Thursday, adding
to a growing chorus of con-
cern over injury and deaths
related to e-cigarettes. The
latest findings, published in
the journal Cardiovascular
Research, come after the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention last month
declared an "outbreak of lung
injuries" linked to vaping. "E-
cigarettes contain nicotine,
particulate matter, metal
and flavourings, not just
harmless water vapour," sen-
ior author Loren Wold of
Ohio State University wrote
in Thursday's study. "Air pol-
lution studies show that fine
particles enter the circula-
tion and have direct effects
on the heart – data for e-cig-
arettes are pointing in that
direction." Nicotine, also
found in tobacco, is known to
increase blood pressure and
the heart rate. But other
ingredients inhaled through

the vaping may lead to
inflammation, oxidative
stress and unstable blood
flow, Wold said. Ultrafine
particulate, for example, has
been linked to thrombosis,
coronary heart disease and
hypertension, among other
conditions. E-cigarettes also
contain formaldehyde, which
has been classified as a can-
cer-causing agent and associ-
ated with heart damage in
experiments with rats.
Moreover, almost nothing is

known about the potential
health hazards of flavouring
agents that mimic the taste
of mint, candy or fruits such
as mango or cherry, the
study noted. "While most are
deemed safe when ingested
orally, little is known of their
systemic effects following
inhalation," the researchers
wrote. To assess possible
impacts on the heart and
vascular system, Wold and
colleagues undertook a sys-
tematic review of medical lit-

erature, which remains thin
due to the newness of e-ciga-
rette use. Wold noted that
most studies to date have
focused on the acute effects of
e-cigarette use rather than
the risk of chronic use. Also,
little is known about the sec-
ond-hand effects of vaping, as
well as exposure to particles
lodged in walls, drapes and
clothing. Thirty-seven deaths
in 24 states have been linked
to e-cigarette and vaping
products as of October 29,
according to the CDC. 
There were nearly 1,900
cases of associated lung
injury nationwide. In the
majority of cases, persons
affected also used the devices
to consume products contain-
ing THC, the psychoactive
ingredient in cannabis, rais-
ing the possibility that
unknown impurities were
also present. The CDC dis-
courages non-smokers from
starting to use e-cigarettes
and suggests individuals try-
ing to kick a tobacco habit
use alternatives approved by
the US Food and Drug

Administration (FDA), such
as patches and gums. But the
popularity of vaping has sky-
rocketed since the devices
were introduced to the US
and European markets just
over a decade ago. 
Vaping users increased from 
seven million worldwide in
2011 to 41 million in 2018,
according to the World
Health Organization (WHO).
The products are particularly
appealing to young users --
often by design, according to
critics. One in four high
school students in the United
States use e-cigarettes, up
more than 15 percent from
two years ago, according to
the 2019 National Youth
Tobacco Study. Use by pre-
teens doubled from 2018 to
2019, with 10 percent of mid-
dle school students admitted
to vaping. "Adults are begin-
ning to get the message that
the full health effects of vap-
ing are unknown, and the
risk is potentially very high,"
said Wold. "My fear is that
has not been crystallised in
adolescents."

E-cigarettes is likely to increase blood pressure and heart rate

Blood test could help detect breast
cancer signs 5 years sooner
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Haryana gave nation’s mood, foiled
Congress bid to befool people: PM 

New Delhi, Oct 9: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Wednesday that
Haryana polls have given
the nation’s mood and how
it thinks, destroying all at-
tempts by Congress and its
“urban naxal” ecosystem to
befool voters, and electing
the BJP for a historic third
term after 10 years of rule.
He was addressing the peo-
ple of Maharashtra after
launching development
projects worth over Rs 7,600
crore, via videoconferenc-
ing, including the upgrada-
tion of Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar International Air-
port, Nagpur, and the con-
struction of a new Integrated
Terminal Building at Shirdi
Airport.
The prime minister said
Congress tried to spread
falsehood among Dalits in
Haryana, but the community

understood its dangerous
game. The Dalits knew that
Congress wanted to snatch
their share of reservation
benefits and distribute them
among its “vote bank”. The
Dalits gave a record support
to the BJP in the Assembly
election, he said.
Haryana’s OBCs are with
the BJP today because of the
development work under its
rule, Mr Modi said. Con-

gress tried to incite farmers
but even they knew who had
given them MSP on their
crops. The state’s farmers
are happy with the BJP’s
welfare schemes for them.
Congress even targeted the
youth and tried to provoke
them in different ways. The
youth has faith on the BJP
for ensuring their bright fu-
ture, the prime minister said.
The Congress adopted all

methods, but Haryana peo-
ple showed they were un-
likely to fall prey to any of
their “hatred” spreading
conspiracies of the party or
its “urban naxals,” the prime
minister said.
In a major attack on Con-
gress, he said the party has
always followed the policy
of “divide and rule”. It has
proved time and again that it
is an “irresponsible” party.
Congress continues to run
new narratives to divide the
country and comes up with
fresh “formulas” to create
divisions in the society. Con-
gress refuses to mend its
ways to mislead the nation’s
voters, Mr Modi said.
Addressing voters in Maha-
rashtra, where Assembly
elections are due later this
year, he said the Congress
formula is obvious: keep the
Muslims in fear and convert

their vote bank into votes,
while not letting the vote
bank lose strength.
The Congress party keeps
quiet about castes among
Muslims, but when it begins
to talk about the Hindus, it
starts with their castes, he
said. 
The Congress policy is to
make Hindus fight among
their castes; the party knows
the more the Hindus are di-
vided, the greater will be its
advantage, Mr Modi said.
He said Congress wants the
Hindu society in eternal con-
flict so that it could make po-
litical capital out of it. Wher-
ever elections take place, it
adopts this formula. To se-
cure its vote bank, Congress
is trying all ways to spread
poison in society. It fights its
elections completely on
communalism and casteism,
he said.

SRINAGAR, Oct 9: Na-
tional Conference vice pres-
ident Omar Abdullah on
Wednesday said the NC-
Congress Government will
pass a resolution demanding
the restoration of Jammu
and Kashmir’s statehood in
its first cabinet meeting.
“After the formation of the
Government, I hope in the
first cabinet meeting, the
cabinet will pass a resolution
impressing upon the Centre
to restore the statehood. The
Government should then
take that resolution to the
Prime Minister,” Abdullah
told reporters here. He ex-
pressed hope that the Gov-
ernment in Jammu and
Kashmir will be able to run
smoothly unlike in Delhi.

“There is a difference be-
tween us and Delhi. Delhi
was never a state. No one
promised Delhi a statehood.
Jammu and Kashmir was a
state before 2019. We have
been promised the restora-
tion of statehood by the
prime minister, the Home

Minister and other senior
ministers who have said that
three steps will be taken in J-
K – delimitation, election
and then Statehood. “Delim-
itation has happened, the
elections have now taken
place as well. So, only the
statehood remains which

should be restored,” he
added. Asked how important
was the need for coordina-
tion between the new J-K
government and Centre, the
NC leader said nothing can
be achieved by having a con-
frontation with New Delhi.
“Let the government be
formed first. This question
should be posed to the chief
minister. There should be a
cordial relationship with
New Delhi. My advice to
him (CM) will be that we
cannot address any issues by
having a confrontation with
the Centre. “It is not that we
will accept the BJP’s poli-
tics, or that the BJP will ac-
cept our politics. We will
continue to oppose the BJP,
but it is not our compulsion

to oppose the Centre,” he
said. “It will be for the bene-
fit of J-K and for the people
of J-K to have a good rela-
tionship with the Centre,”
Abdullah said. “The people
have not voted for a con-
frontation. The people of J-
K have voted because they
want employment, they
want development, they
want the restoration of the
Statehood, they want to ad-
dress electricity and other is-
sues and that redressal will
not happen by having a con-
frontation with New Delhi,”
he added.
Abdullah said the NC would
call a meeting of the legisla-
tive party on Thursday to
start the process of Govern-
ment formation.

Resolution demanding restoration of J-K Statehood
will be passed in first cabinet meet: Omar

SRINAGAR, Oct 9:
Jammu and Kashmir Con-
gress chief Tariq Hameed
Karra on Wednesday said
the party would introspect
its dismal performance in
the assembly polls in the
Jammu region.
He also alleged that there
were some lapses on part of
the administration or some
deliberate attempts in the
run up to the polls.
“We are very sorry for that,
but we will introspect it.
But, there are other factors
also. There were lapses on
part of the administration, or
some deliberate attempts –
in the last three days all the
check-points established by
the police were taken off,
and the distribution of
money and liquor was facil-
itated,” Karra told PTI
Videos here.
The JKPCC president along
with party’s in-charge for J-
K Bharat Solanki called on
the Abdullahs at their resi-
dence here to congratulate
them on the win in the as-
sembly polls.
Karra said the mandate of
the people was against the
BJP’s “hate politics and
their oppressive policies”.
“It is against their divisive
policies, hate-mongering,
their atrocities on the people
at the Constitution, legal,
social-cultural, and religion
level. People have voted
against that,” he said.
Karra said the party will be
fighting for the restoration
of Statehood and “the strug-
gle will now start afresh”.
To a question whether there
was some discussion over
Government formation be-
tween the two parties, the
JKPCC chief said there
have been no talks yet.

J-K Congress will
introspect party’s

performance in
Jammu region:

Karra
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