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Jammu, September 25, 2024: In a pio-
neering move to curb the country’s
spam menace, Bharti Airtel (“Airtel”),
today, launched India’s first network-
based, AI-powered spam detection so-
lution that will significantly solve the
issue of spam calls and messages for
its customers. A first-of-its-kind solu-
tion by a telecom service provider in
the country, the tool will alert cus-
tomers in real-time to all suspected
spam calls and SMSes. The solution is
free of cost and will get auto-activated
for all Airtel customers without them
having to raise a service request or
download an app.Gopal Vittal, Man-
aging Director and Chief Executive
Officer, Bharti Airtel said, “Spam has
become a menace for customers. We
have spent the last twelve months to
solve this comprehensively. Today
marks a milestone as we launch the
country’s first AI-powered spam free
network that will shield our customers
from the continuous onslaught of in-
trusive and unwanted communica-
tions”.“Designed as a dual-layer pro-
tection, the solution has two filters –

one at the network layer and the sec-
ond at the IT systems layer. Every call
and SMS passes through this dual-lay-
ered AI shield. In 2 milliseconds our
solution processes 1.5 billion mes-
sages and 2.5 billion calls every day.
This is equivalent to processing 1 tril-
lion records on a real time basis using
the power of AI. Our solution has been

able to successfully identify 100 mil-
lion potential spam calls and 3 million
spam SMSes originating every day.
For us, keeping our customers secure
is a burning priority.”  Vittal added.De-
veloped in-house by Airtel’s data scien-
tists, the AI-powered solution uses a
proprietary algorithm to identify and
classify calls and SMSes as "Sus-

pected SPAM". 
The network powered by state-of-the-
art AI algorithm analyses various pa-
rameters such as the caller or sender's
usage patterns, call/SMS frequency,
call duration amongst several others,
on a real time basis. By cross-referenc-
ing this information against known
spam patterns, the system flags sus-
pected spam calls and SMSes accu-
rately.  
Additionally, the solution also alerts
customers to malicious links received
via SMS. For this, Airtel has built a
centralised database of blacklisted
URLs and every SMS is scanned in
real time by a state-of-the-art AI algo-
rithm to caution users from accidently
clicking on suspicious links. The solu-
tion can also detect anomalies such as
frequent IMEI changes – a typical indi-
cator of fraudulent behavior. By layer-
ing these protective measures, the
company is ensuring its customers re-
ceive maximum level of defense
against the evolving landscape of
spam and fraud threats.

Airtel cracks down on SPAM, launches India’s 
first AI-powered network solution for SPAM detection 

Jammu, September 25: Se-
nior BJP leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister,
Kavinder Gupta today vis-
ited MA Stadium to review
the preparations for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
upcoming rally scheduled
on September 28 in Jammu.
Accompanied by senior
party leaders and workers,
the BJP stalwart assessed the
arrangements and stressed
the importance of ensuring a
well-coordinated event that
reflects the party's dedica-
tion and commitment to the
people of Jammu.Speaking
during the visit, Kavinder
Gupta, who is also In-charge
of J&K BJP’s Election Com-
mittee, asked party workers
to leave no stone unturned in
making the rally a resound-

ing success, as it holds sig-
nificant importance in boost-
ing the BJP’s campaign for
the upcoming Assembly
elections in Jammu & Kash-
mir. He emphasized that the
rally is a crucial moment to
galvanize support and show-
case the Party's dedication to
the region’s development

under Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership. He said
that the preparations for the
upcoming rally are in full
swing, with party workers
and local leaders ensuring
all logistical and security
arrangements are in place to
welcome the Prime Minister
and a large gathering of sup-

porters.“This rally will be a
historic moment for Jammu,
as we reaffirm the region’s
unwavering support for
Prime Minister Modi and his
vision for a progressive and
prosperous Jammu & Kash-
mir. It will also serve as a
key event in gearing up for
the upcoming Assembly
elections, where we aim to
secure a strong mandate
from the people of Jammu,”
he stated.Kavinder called on
party cadre to work tire-
lessly to ensure maximum
participation and stressed
that the rally would be a plat-
form to outline the BJP’s
roadmap for further devel-
opment and welfare in
Jammu & Kashmir. The sen-
ior BJP leader also appealed
to the people of Jammu to

come forward and actively
participate in this landmark
rally.  
He highlighted that the rally
is not only a celebration of
the government's achieve-
ments but also a pivotal step
in ensuring the success of
the party's Assembly elec-
tion campaign. “Prime Min-
ister Modi's leadership has
brought peace, develop-
ment, and new opportunities
to Jammu & Kashmir. I in-
vite the people of Jammu to
join us on September 28 at
MA Stadium and show their
support for the ongoing ef-
forts to build a better future
for our region and give a
strong mandate to the BJP in
the upcoming elections,” he
added.

Kavinder reviews preparations for PM
Modi's upcoming rally in Jammu

"Rahul Gandhi – 
The Non-Serious 

Politician," says Dr. 
Abhijeet Jasrotia, BJP
Spokesperson & Social

Media Prabhari
Jammu:In a sharp critique,
Dr. Abhijeet Jasrotia, BJP
Spokesperson and Prabhari
for Social Media, described
Rahul Gandhi as a "non-seri-
ous politician" who has
failed to earn respect or
credibility, not only among
the opposition but even
within his own party and
from his allies. Dr. Jasrotia's
remarks came in response to
a recent statement by former
Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah, who suggested that
Rahul Gandhi should focus
on Jammu as he has been a
major failure in Kashmir.Dr.
Jasrotia highlighted the
growing sentiment across
the political spectrum that
Rahul Gandhi’s influence
has waned significantly.
"The irony is that no one,
whether the opposition, his
own Congress party, or his
political allies, takes Rahul
Gandhi seriously anymore.
The country as a whole
doesn’t take him seriously
at all. The only people who
seem serious about him are
those conspiring against
Bharat (India)," Dr. Jasrotia
stated.Further intensifying
his criticism, Dr. Jasrotia re-
ferred to the recent contro-
versy surrounding Rahul
Gandhi’s pictures with U.S.
Congresswoman Ilhan
Omar, who has been known
for her anti-India stance.
"Congress ka haath dush-

man ke saath"
(The hand of Congress is

with the enemy), he said, ac-
cusing Gandhi of aligning
with forces hostile to India’s
interests.He added that such
actions by Rahul Gandhi not
only damage his own reputa-
tion but also raise serious
concerns about the Con-
gress Party's position on na-
tional security. "At a time
when India is progressing
and emerging stronger on
the global stage, those who
are threatened by this
progress seem to take Rahul
Gandhi seriously. His asso-
ciation with individuals
who challenge India's sov-
ereignty raises critical ques-
tions about his political
alignment," Dr. Jasrotia re-
marked.

District President Poonam Chauhan's 40th Birthday Celebrated
With Great Poornament -- Deepika Chandel

Jammu 25 / Bharatiya Janata Party
North East Delhi District President
Poonam Chauhan's 40th Birthday
was celebrated with great pomp to-
day On this occasion in Yamuna Vi-
har office, BJP senior leader Yo-
gendra Rajora, District President
AC Morcha Chandrapal Chandel,
Senior Vice President of Morcha
Deepika ChandelAll the District
Presidents and senior workers of
the district including Guruji Raju
Chandel were presentOn this occa-
sion, Deepika Chandel said that our

District President is such a strong
Darbar District President, in whose
tenure the membership of
Bharatiya Janata Party and workers
are the highest and every Morcha is
working with great strength in the
form of Apaar Junction. She is en-
gaged in the service of workers day
and night without even caring
about her health. During her tenure,
she worked with such strength that
she helped local MP Manoj Tiwari
win with immense support and
votes.Deepika Chandel said that

before you, our North Eastern dis-
trict had never got such a hard
working District President as our
Poonam Chauhan, who is taking us
all along by guiding us. All the Dis-
trict Presidents and Mandal Presi-
dents of all the Fronts of our district
are strengthening the party organi-
zation under her leadership.On this
occasion, Yogendra Rajora said
that the way Poonam Chauhan 
runs her house very well, with this
hard work and dedication, she is
leading the party today and

strengthening 
the party in this district.On this oc-
casion, District President of Sched-
uled Caste Front Chandrapal Chan-
del said that our District President is
a strong and powerful District Pres-
ident. 
The party has given us a strong and
powerful District President. I have
been associated with the family of
Mrs. Poonam Chauhan for a very
long time when her father-in-law
Mr. Sahab Singh Chauhan was the
MLA here.
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JAMMU, SEP 25: In a sig-
nificant step towards ad-
dressing the growing risks of
landslides in the Himalayan
region, the University of
Jammu is playing a pivotal
role in an international re-
search collaboration aimed
at mitigating the impact of
landslides. The project, led
by the University of Ab-
erdeen (UK), seeks to en-
hance understanding of
these catastrophic events,
which have become more
frequent due to climate
change.
The collaboration brings to-
gether experts from India
and the UK, with more than
£1 million in combined
funding from the Natural
Environment Research
Council (NERC), UK Re-
search and Innovation
(UKRI), and India’s Min-
istry of Earth Sciences
(MoES). The research will
focus on the Central Hi-
malayan region, an area in-
creasingly vulnerable to
landslides due to rapid infra-
structure development, pop-
ulation growth, and the ris-
ing frequency of extreme
weather events.
Prof. Kavita Suri from the
University of Jammu who
has a background in social
sciences and community en-

gagement, is part of this
team which includes geosci-
entists, remote sensing spe-
cialists, and experts in geot-
echnical analysis from
prominent Indian institu-
tions such as the Birbal
Sahni Institute of Paleo-
sciences, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, University of
Jammu, GB Pant National
Institute of Himalayan Envi-
ronment, and the Borehole
Geophysics Research Labo-
ratory. In fact, University of
Jammu is one of the only
two Universities in India
which are part of this presti-
gious international project.
Prof. Suri's involvement in

this project follows earlier
studies conducted by the
University of Jammu on
landslide hazards and cas-
cading glacial events in the
Himalayan region. The cur-
rent research aims to inte-
grate various scientific and
social datasets, creating ro-
bust methodologies for land-
slide risk assessment and
impact mitigation. She will
contribute her expertise in
exploring community per-
ceptions of landslide haz-
ards. This social dimension
will be crucial in developing
locally acceptable and effec-
tive mitigation strategies.
These partners will work in

unison to map and monitor
landslide risks using cutting-
edge technology, including
satellite, drone, and tree-ring
data analysis.
Dr. Anshuman Bhardwaj,
Project Lead and Senior
Lecturer in Geosciences at
the University of Aberdeen,
emphasized the importance
of this research: “Our proj-
ect will bridge critical gaps
in understanding the nexus
between geohazards, human
activity, and infrastructure.
By providing comprehen-
sive hazard assessments, we
aim to bolster community
resilience and improve pre-
paredness for future land-
slides.”
As extreme weather patterns
persist and landslides con-
tinue to devastate communi-
ties, the work of Prof. Suri
and her colleagues will in-
form vital policy decisions
on infrastructure develop-
ment and disaster prepared-
ness across high-mountain
regions. The research will
provide improved under-
standing of the relationship
between slope failure mech-
anisms and slope materials,
analyse and reconstruct past
landslide events using tree-
ring records, and model po-
tentially destructive future
glacial landslide events.

The ground-breaking project
integrates multiple disci-
plines to cover all aspects of
landslides in a high-moun-
tain catchment and will
serve as a benchmark for
similar research in other
landslide-prone high-moun-
tain regions, contributing to
effective monitoring and
mitigation of geohazards.
Project Co-Lead Dr Lydia
Sam, lecturer in Geo-
sciences at the University of
Aberdeen, added: “There is
a lack of comprehensive
hazard assessment models
that consider both, the envi-
ronmental as well as social
aspects and our project is a
much-needed step in that di-
rection.”
Indian Project Lead Dr S.
Nawaz Ali explained: “The
project will inform policy-
makers about landslide-
prone regions, ensuring sus-
tainable development of
critical infrastructure. Miti-
gation strategies, such as
identifying optimal shelter
locations, alternative routes
for food supply, trade and
migration routes, slope sta-
bilisation strategies,
drainage and vegetation
management, and adaptable
land use planning will en-
hance resilience to geohaz-
ards.”

Prof. Kavita Suri of University of Jammu collaborates on £1million 
international research project to address landslide risks in the Himalayas

Jammu, 25 Sept: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) senior
leader Rekha Mahajan in
Jammu South, has taken her
door-to-door campaign at
Jallochak in RSPURA, con-
necting with residents and
urging them to support the
BJP in the assembly elec-
tions. Rekha Mahajan em-
phasized the party's commit-
ment to development, good
governance, and the welfare
of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. She praised the
BJP's governance model,
which has been appreciated
in all corners of J&K. She
cited the party's achieve-
ments in promoting social
welfare, economic freedom,
and nationalist foreign pol-
icy. Mahajan also high-
lighted the BJP's efforts in
empowering the youth and
marginalized communities,

fostering inclusive growth
and development, and ensur-
ing transparency and ac-
countability in governance.
Rekha Mahajan underscored
the significance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, which has been

instrumental in transforming
J&K into a hub of develop-
ment and progress. She ex-
pressed confidence in the
party's prospects, citing its
commitment to strengthen-
ing national security and in-
tegrity under PM Modi's

guidance.
Mahajan's door-to-door
campaign aims to strengthen
the party's grassroots pres-
ence and engage with voters.
She has been visiting several
households, listening to peo-
ple's concerns, and distribut-

ing party flags and literature.
Mahajan encouraged BJP
workers to utilize social me-
dia platforms to spread the
party's message and vision.
Rekha Mahajan urged the
people of Jammu South
Constituency to support the
BJP's mission of transform-
ing J&K into a model of de-
velopment and progress. She
appealed to the voters to re-
ject the misleading promises
of other parties and trust the
BJP's commitment to J&K's
welfare. By supporting the
BJP, the people of Jammu
South Constituency can con-
tribute to the party's vision
of a prosperous and devel-
oped J&K. Rekha Mahajan's
door-to-door campaign is a
testament to the BJP's com-
mitment to public service
and its dedication to empow-
ering the people of J&K.

Rekha Mahajan Intensifies Door-to-Door
Campaign in RS Pura Constituency

JAMMU, September 25:
National Conference Vice
President and former Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah
will address three major
public rallies in the Jammu
region on Friday, September
27, 2024, as part of his ex-
tensive campaign for the up-
coming Assembly elections.
The rallies will take place in
Udhampur East, Vijaypur,
and Jammu North con-
stituencies, where Omar
Abdullah will outline the
party's vision and commit-
ment to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Omar Abdullah’s first rally
will be held at HD Palace in
Dehma, Block Khoon, Ud-
hampur East (Constituency
No. 60) at 11:30 am in sup-
port of JKNC candidate for
Udhampur East, Sunil
Verma.
Following this, the second
rally will be conducted at
Aureum Grand Hotel in
Thandi Khui, Vijaypur
(Constituency No. 71) at
2:00 Pm in support of Ra-
jesh Pargotra, JKNC candi-
date for Vijaypur Assembly
constituency. This gathering
is expected to focus on the
local concerns of the Vijay-
pur region and the party’s
efforts to address the ongo-
ing challenges faced by the
people.
The final rally will take
place in Jammu North (Con-
stituency No. 79) at Thathar,
near Radha Swami Ashram
at 3:30 Pm in support of NC
candidate Ajay Kumar Sad-
hotra for Jammu North As-
sembly segment.
These rallies mark an im-
portant phase in the Na-
tional Conference’s cam-
paign strategy, as Omar
Abdullah aims to directly
connect with the electorate,
offering solutions for re-
gional challenges and reiter-
ating the party’s commit-
ment to restoring the dignity
and special status of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Omar 
Abdullah to 

address three
key rallies in

Jammu Region
on Sep 27 
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Srinagar, Sept 25: Senior BJP leader
and election campaign in-charge for
J&K, Ram Madhav, on Wednesday
said that ouster of 3 families Abdul-
lahs, Muftis and Gandhis from J&K
politics is must for flourishing of
democracy in J&K.
This was stated by Ram Madhav,
while addressing a  public meeting
in support of the party's candidate
Faqir Mohammad Khan in village of
Batra in Gurez.
"PM Modi established peace in J&K
and crushed terrorism but NC-Cong
want to revive terrorism and push
J&K into unrest," Madhav said,
while adding, "people are with the
development agenda of PM Modi".
Cong-NC want to bring back Article
370 which means they want death
and destruction in J&K, he said,
adding, "the ouster of dynastic par-
ties from the politics of J&K is must
for democracy to flourish and peace

in J&K".        
He said that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has brought democracy to
the ground and restored peace in
J&K, paving way for development
and prosperity.
Madhav said that the three dynastic
parties looted J&K and crushed
democracy here. Complete freedom
from such rulers is essential so that

peace prevails development contin-
ues, he said.
He urged the public to vote in large
numbers to ensure BJP's victory so
that the ongoing development and
prosperity in Jammu and Kashmir
do not come to a halt.
BJP General Secretary (Organiza-
tion), Ashok Koul, expressed hope
that the people will support BJP.

"Only BJP is guarantee to peace and
development in J&K and its bright
future," Koul said. He said that peo-
ple are fully behind PM Modi's de-
velopment agenda and BJP will form
next govt in J&K. Chairperson of the
Jammu and Kashmir Waqf Board,
Dr. Darakhshan Andrabi, said that
this new J&K has been built by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
where stone-pelting and terrorism
have been replaced by peace and a
surge in tourism. She remarked that
the BJP-led central government has
truly implemented democracy in
Jammu and Kashmir and brought its
benefits to the people. In contrast,
the 70-year dynastic rule uplifted
only a few families while the com-
mon people were always oppressed,
she said. BJP Secretary Tariq Keen
and party candidate from Gurez
(ST), Faqir Mohammad Khan, also
addressed the gathering.

Ouster of Abdullahs, Muftis, Gandhis must for
democracy to flourish in J&K: Ram Madhav  

BJP will form govt on its own:  Ashok Koul  

Doordarshan News Jammu Takes Election Commission’s SVEEP Campaign to
New Heights, Reaches Remotest Parts of Jammu Province*

Jammu, September 25, 2024
— In a significant stride to-
wards promoting voter
awareness, Doordarshan
News Jammu has amplified
the Election Commission of
India’s (ECI) Systematic
Voters' Education and Elec-
toral Participation (SVEEP)
campaign, taking it to the re-
motest parts of Jammu
Province. The initiative,
aimed at fostering informed
voter participation, has now
extended its reach to some of
the most inaccessible re-
gions in the province.
SVEEP, a flagship program
by the ECI, is designed to
educate voters about the
electoral process, encourage
voter registration, and boost
turnout in elections. By
leveraging the extensive
reach of Doordarshan
Jammu, the campaign has
made significant inroads
into areas that were previ-
ously hard to access due to
geographical challenges.
From the rugged terrains of

the Chenab Valley to the iso-
lated villages in the Pir Pan-
jal Range and beyond, Door-
darshan News Jammu has
ensured that every citizen is
informed about their voting
rights and the importance of
active participation in
democracy. The channel has
rolled out special programs,
awareness videos, and inter-
views with election officials
to help voters better under-
stand the registration
process and the significance
of their vote.
What sets this campaign
apart is its focus on marginal-
ized communities, tribal
populations, and first-time
voters residing in these far-
flung areas. In places where
connectivity remains an is-
sue, Doordarshan News
Jammu teams have physi-
cally traveled to hold on-
ground interactions with
voters, amplifying voter
awareness messages by rop-
ing in local influencers and
addressing local concerns

about the election process.
"The ECI’s SVEEP cam-
paign is essential to ensuring
a robust democratic process.
We at Doordarshan News
Jammu are proud to be part
of this initiative, helping to
extend its reach to the most
remote regions of our
province. It is our responsi-
bility to make sure every cit-
izen, no matter where they
are, understands the power
of their vote,” said Vivek
Pathak (IIS), Head of Door-
darshan News Jammu.
The network’s initiatives
have also been supple-
mented by collaborations
with local administration
and civil society groups. The
channel has organized com-
munity interactions and sig-
nature campaigns in schools
and colleges, engaging
young voters and women in
particular. By airing content
in local languages and di-
alects, Doordarshan News
Jammu has ensured that the
message of voter education

resonates with the diverse
demographic of the region.
DD News Jammu has also
started a special series of
programmes titled “Election
Spotlight 2024” focusing
exclusively on voter aware-
ness and education. The first
episode of this series of pro-
grammes featured the Chief
Electoral Officer of J&K,
Sh. Pandurang K Pole. Shri
P K Pole  directly interacted
with the different categories
of voters including first time
voters, elderly voters, PwD
voters and addressed their
queries about electoral
process and facilities pro-
vided by the Election Com-
mission of India. Other es-
teemed guests who
participated in these pro-
grammes were DC Jammu,
Sachin Kumar Vaishya; DC
Udhampur, Saloni Rai; DC
Reasi, Vishesh Paul Maha-
jan; DC Samba, Rajesh
Sharma; Nodal Officer Me-
dia, CEO J&K office, Sapna
Kotwal; Relief and Rehabil-

itation Commissioner (M)
J&K, Dr. Arvind Karwani;
former CEO J&K (2000-
03), Pramod Kumar Jain. In
addition to this, DD News
Jammu has started an online
awareness campaign titled
“Election Paathshaala”
where various social media
platforms of DD News are
utilised for amplifying
videos related to voter
awareness. The
stringers/part time corre-
spondents of DD News
Jammu are participating in
various voter awareness ac-
tivities in association with
office of CEO J&K through-
out the Jammu Province.
This grassroots approach has
already begun to bear fruit,
with local communities
showing a marked increase
in electoral engagement.
The campaign’s visibility
has led to higher voter en-
gagements, particularly in
areas where literacy and po-
litical awareness have tradi-
tionally been lower. As the

2024 J&K Assembly Elec-
tions is ongoing, the Elec-
tion Commission is hopeful
that these efforts will con-
tribute to a higher voter
turnout across UT of J&K.
Continuous efforts of Door-
darshan News Jammu to
provide reliable and accessi-
ble  voter education have un-
derscored its crucial role in
strengthening the demo-
cratic fabric of the region.
Doordarshan News Jammu
recently signed an MoU
(Memorandum of Under-
standing) with the office of
the Chief Electoral Officer,
UT of J&K and it is expected
that through this initiative,
the SVEEP campaign is ex-
pected to leave a lasting im-
pact on voter behavior, not
just in Jammu, but as a
model for other parts of the
country. The initiative serves
as a testament to the power
of media in bridging the gap
between the government and
citizens, ensuring that even
the most remote voices.

BJP Seen as 
Alternative to 

Traditional Politics 
in J&K: MP Khatana

Jammu, September 25:
Senior BJP leader and
Member of Parliament Er.
Gulam Ali Khatana held a
series of public meetings
across various assembly
constituencies in Jammu
district on Wednesday, urg-
ing support for the party’s
candidates in the upcoming
elections.
MP Khatana campaigned
for BJP candidates Shah Lal
in Kanger (Bantalab),
Vikram Randhawa in
Bathindi, Dr. Narinder
Singh in Digiana, and Yud-
hvir Sethi in Beli Charana
areas of Jammu district.
Highlighting the BJP’s po-
sition as a stable alternative
to traditional parties like the
National Conference (NC),
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), and Congress, the
BJP leader emphasized that
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.
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The UN General
Assembly adopted
the “Declaration and
Programme of Action
on a Culture of
Peace,” 25 years ago;
it is a poignant
reminder of the
importance of nonvi-
olence and justice
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
while addressing the
79th UN General
Assembly Session on
September 23, 2024,
reiterated the idea of
adopting human-cen-
tric development for
enhancing sustain-
ability. Addressing
the members at the
“Summit of the
Future”, the Prime
Minister emphasized
the need for global
reforms to foster
peace, development,
and collective
progress. He under-
scored that humani-
ty’s success lies not in
conflict but in har-
nessing collective
strength. The meeting
of the 79th UN
General Assembly –
immediately after the
commencement of
the International Day
of Peace – which the
world observed on
September 21, is
again a reminder of
the power – and
necessity – of nonvio-
lence, dialogue, and
reconciliation. In a
world grappling with
various forms of vio-
lence, the call for

peace demands a con-
certed effort.
The very recent chill-
ing incident of an
annihilation attempt
in Lebanon has thrust
a long-forgotten tech-
nology back into the
spotlight: the pager.
On September 17,
2024, a coordinated
attack sent shock-
waves through the
region when hun-
dreds of pagers, used
by Hezbollah mem-
bers and medics,
exploded simultane-
ously. The devastat-
ing blasts claimed the
lives of at least nine
people and left nearly
3,000 badly injured.
While the political
ramifications are
immense, the sheer
audacity and sophisti-
cation of this attack
are terrifying.
The hijacking of a
seemingly obsolete
technology for such
lethal precision raises
haunting questions
about modern warfare
and it's evolving,
invisible threats vis-
à-vis the effort of rec-
onciliation amidst
unending turmoil
such as these.In this
direction, Mahatma

Gandhi’s vision of
peace stands as a bea-
con of hope. He
believed that true
peace is not merely
the absence of war,
but a dynamic force
rooted in justice,
truth, and nonvio-
lence.
To Gandhi, peace was
a way of life,
achieved through
self-discipline, empa-
thy, and an unwaver-
ing commitment to
the welfare of
all.Gandhi’s thought
process emphasised
that lasting peace
could only be built on
the foundations of
truth and ahimsa
(nonviolence), where
individual and collec-
tive actions are guid-
ed by compassion,
respect, and coopera-
tion. His concept of
Sarvodaya– the
upliftment of all –
called for each person
to contribute to the
common good, recog-
nising that peace
could not thrive in
isolation but required
the well-being of
every individual.
Inspired by Gandhi’s
legacy, we are
reminded that the

path to sustaining this
delicate, yet priceless
state, lies in our
hands.
As the political scien-
tist “Johan Galtung”,
known as the founder
of peace and conflict
studies puts it, “Peace
is not the absence of
conflict but the ability
to handle conflict by
peaceful means.”
Galtung went ahead
to underscore the
importance of dia-
logue, empathy, and
the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes –
(vital principles) – in
a world grappling
with rising geopoliti-
cal tensions, internal
conflicts, and grow-
ing polarization.In his
seminal work, “Terror
in the Mind of God,”
historian and
A m e r i c a n
Sociologist, “Mark
J u e r g e n s m e y e r ”
argues that acts of ter-
ror are often rooted in
a perceived cosmic
war between good
and evil.
He emphasises that
“The ultimate goal of
peace cannot be
achieved by military
means alone but
through addressing

the underlying causes
of violence, such as
political exclusion,
economic disparities,
and social injustice.”
This reflects the need
for a broader strategy
incorporating dia-
logue, economic
cooperation, and cul-
t u r a l
understanding.Gandh
i’s Satyagraha – The
Ingredient for
PeaceLong before
September 11 became
a symbol of destruc-
tion, it marked the
birth of a powerful,
but peaceful revolu-
tionary force.
On September 11,
1906, in
J o h a n n e s b u r g ,
Mahatma Gandhi
launched his first
“Satyagraha’ cam-
paign, rooted in truth
(Satya), nonviolence
(Ahimsa), and moral
courage.
As Nelson Mandela
once said, Gandhi's
philosophy “con-
tributed in no small
measure” to trans-
forming not just
South Africa but the
entire world. Judith
Brown, in his book
“Gandhi: Prisoner of
Hope”, calls
Satyagraha a “moral
experiment,” where
conflict was resolved
ethically, not violent-
ly. This approach
shaped India’s inde-
pendence.Peace as
the Only PanaceaIn a
divided world where
conflicts grow more
complex and risk
escalation, it is cru-
cial to return to the

principles of peace
and nonviolence.
Political Scientist
Michael Howard
reminds us that
“Peace cannot be
imposed from above;
it must be constructed
from below,” through
trust, education, and
dialogue – values
central to the UN’s
Declaration on a
'Culture of Peace.' As
we also approach the
International Day of
Nonviolence on
October 2, (Gandhi's
birth anniversary), we
must heed the lessons
of war. At this cross-
roads, we must
choose: to continue
on the path of divi-
sion or embrace the
dialogue, compas-
sion, and justice
championed 
by Gandhi, Mandela,
Bhave, King, and
many other silent cru-
saders of peace. The
benefits of a peaceful
world are profound,
fostering stability,
prosperity, and the
overall well-being of
h u m a n k i n d .
Peacemakers, per se,
remind us that peace
is more than the mere
absence of war; it
requires the continu-
ous pursuit of justice,
collaboration, and
respect. British histo-
rian A.J.P. Taylor had
succinctly put it,
“War is a failure of
diplomacy and
peace”. It is time for
collective – and
renewed effort.

The pursuit of peace in tumulous times
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Shainy Sharma

Engaging in meaningful social
work can kill boredom and give
immense joy
Boredom is a common experi-
ence that many individuals
face, often leading to restless-
ness, unproductiveness and a
lack of motivation. While there
are various ways to combat
boredom, one highly effective
and fulfilling method is engag-
ing in community service.
Volunteering within the com-
munity may not only help alle-
viate boredom but also provide
a wealth of personal and socie-
tal benefits.
By promoting meaningful
engagement, fostering social
connections and offering
opportunities to learn and grow,
community service plays a cru-
cial role in keeping individuals
engaged and fulfilled.There is
no denying the fact that com-
munity service gives people a
sense of purpose, as they con-
tribute to something meaning-
ful. When an individual helps
others, it keeps their mind
engaged and focused on pro-
ductive tasks. It introduces
them to variety in their routine,
allowing them to break away
from repetitive or mundane
activities that often lead to
boredom. ‘Boredom’- a term
that often stems from feeling
aimless or lacking direction,
but when people dedicate their
time to helping others, they
find themselves contributing to
a cause larger than their rou-
tine.
Whether it is volunteering at a
local shelter, participating in a
neighbourhood cleanup or
organising charitable events,
community service gives indi-

viduals a meaningful reason to
stay active. This sense of pur-
pose not only fills time con-
structively but also leads to
personal satisfaction, as indi-
viduals witness the tangible
positive impact they are mak-
ing in their communities. One
of the most significant rewards
of community service is the
realisation that individuals are
contributing to the greater good
of society. Community service
reverses this by showing volun-
teers the immediate impact of
their actions.
Whether it’s reducing hunger,
improving local infrastructure
or supporting vulnerable popu-
lations, every hour spent in
community service makes a
meaningful difference. This
contribution gives volunteers a
deep sense of fulfilment and
pride in knowing that they are
part of something bigger than
themselves. By actively partici-
pating in the betterment of their
community, individuals culti-
vate a sense of responsibility

and connection to their sur-
roundings, making it far less
likely that they will feel bored
or disengaged.
Community service has proved
to be a powerful antidote to
boredom. It engages individu-
als in meaningful work, fosters
social connections, provides
opportunities to learn new
skills and allows for both men-
tal as well as physical engage-
ment. The sense of purpose and
fulfilment that comes from
helping others replaces the
emptiness of boredom with
productivity and satisfaction.
Additionally, the positive
impact that volunteers have on
their communities contributes
to a stronger and more connect-
ed society. Engagement in
community service provides
not only the older generation
but also the young generation
with purposeful activities that
not only combat boredom but
also offer personal growth,
social connections and skill
development. It exposes young

people to experiences they may
not have encountered other-
wise.  Whether it’s volunteer-
ing abroad, helping in different
sectors such as health, educa-
tion, and environment or inter-
acting with diverse communi-
ties, these experiences add
excitement and variety to their
lives. Volunteering also intro-
duces young people to new
social circles, helping them
meet like-minded individuals
who share their passion for
helping others. This interaction
can reduce feelings of isolation,
which is a common cause of
boredom, especially for those
who may not have a wide
social network or stimulating
environments. It will even help
young people to grow personal-
ly by stepping outside their
comfort zones and taking on
new challenges. As they con-
tribute to various projects and
initiatives, they will build self-
confidence and resilience,
knowing they can make a tan-
gible difference in the world.

Kill boredom by working for the society
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Rishabh Pant back in top-10 of Test rankings; 
Ashwin-Jadeja consolidate all-rounders’ top spots

New Delhi, Sep 25: 
Back with a bang in Test
whites after a gap of over
700 days, Rishabh Pant
made a re-entry in the top-
10 batting rankings, while
fellow centurions of the
opening Test against
Bangladesh in Chennai —
Shubman Gill and
Ravichandran Ashwin —
also gained in the latest
ICC rankings.
Meanwhile, Yashasvi
Jaiswal remained the high-
est ranked Indian Test bat-
ter after gaining a spot to
rise to fifth.
Pant has re-entered the
rankings in sixth position
after scores of 39 and 109
while Gill has five places
northward to a career-best
14th after his unbeaten 119
in the second innings while
Ravichandran Ashwin’s
crucial 113 in the first
innings has lifted him
seven places to 72nd posi-
tion.
However, India skipper
Rohit Sharma and his pred-
ecessor Virat Kohli lost five
places each after a below-
par outing in the first Test,
and as a result Rohit finds
himself at the bottom of the
top-10 while Kohli slipped
to 12th.
Ashwin and along with
Ravindra Jadeja, who part-

nered in a decisive 199-run
first innings partnership to
build the base for India’s
280-run victory, have
gained across the ranking
lists. Jadeja’s contribution
of 86 in that partnership has
helped him gain three
places to 37th position in
the batting rankings.
Meanwhile, Ashwin, who
spun India with match-
inning figures of 6/88, has
consolidated his position at
the top of the ICC Test
bowling rankings by gain-
ing one rating point and
Jadeja has moved up a spot
to sixth position after fin-
ishing with five wickets in
the match.
The two have also gained
ranking points in the rank-
ings for all-rounders. Jadeja
has consolidated his posi-

tion at the top with a career-
best 475 points while
Ashwin remains second but
has added 48 points to go
up to 370. Among others,
rookie pacer Akash Deep is
up 10 places to 88th after
grabbing two wickets.
In the opposition camp,
Bangladesh captain Najmul
Hussain Shanto’s scores of
20 and 82 have helped him
progress 14 places to 48th
position and seam bowler
Hasan Mahmud’s five-for
in the first innings has lifted
him five positions to 44th
among bowlers. Shakib Al
Hassan (up one place to
43rd among batters) and
Taskin Ahmed (up eight
places to 66th among
bowlers) are other gainers
from the team.
In the latest weekly update

that also considers per-
formances in the Galle Test
in which Sri Lanka defeat-
ed New Zealand by 63
runs, left-arm spinner
Prabhat Jayasuriya has
achieved a career-best-
equalling eighth position
after a nine-wicket match
haul that earned him the
Player of the Match award.
Kamindu Mendis is another
major gainer for the
Islanders, moving up three
places to 16th after his first
innings century while
Kusal Mendis (up four
places to 51st among bat-
ters) and Ramesh Mendis
(29th among bowlers)
are others to gain.

New Zealand’s Tom
Latham has gained two
places and is in 33rd posi-
tion after scoring 70 in the
first innings while Rachin
Ravindra is up 18 places to
42nd after scoring 92 in the
second. Left-arm spinner
Ajaz Patel has progressed
from 35th to 25th after tak-
ing eight wickets in the
match while William
O’Rourke has moved from
51st to 41st.
Gurbaz becomes first
Afghan to break into top-10
ODI batters list
Young Afghan star
Rahmanullah Gurbaz con-
tinued his dream career in

ODI cricket, hitting his sev-
enth century in the format
before his 23rd birthday,
and as a result moved 10
spots up to eighth (692).
This was the first-ever
occasion that an
Afghanistan batter had
reached the top 10 posi-
tions of the ICC men’s ODI
batting ranking.
The previous best per-
former from the Asian
country in the ODI batting
rankings was Ibrahim
Zadran, who had reached
the 12th rank.
Gurbaz edged Australian
Travis Head, who moved
seven spots to ninth (684)
in large part thanks to his
154 in the first of five ODIs
against rivals England.
Afghan leg-spinner Rashid
Khan joined Rahmanullah
in the rankings headlines,
moving eight spots to third
(668) in the ODI bowling
rankings, claiming seven
wickets across the team’s
two victories against South
Africa in UAE. The contri-
butions of the pair helped
Afghanistan to an ODI
series win over the Proteas,
their first against a top five-
ranked opposition in their
history.

From ‘Nanha’ to kabaddi star: How PKL
transformed Narender’s Life 

New Delhi, Sep 25: 
In Haryana’s nondescript

Budain village, a young
boy nicknamed Nanha
would spend his days
watching older kids prac-
tise kabaddi. During those
days, little did anyone
imagine that the curious
kid, named Narender,
would one day go on to
become one of the sport’s
rising stars.
The youngster will now
enter his third season with
the Tamil Thalaivas, having
made his debut with the
side in season 9. The side
will kick start their cam-
paign against the Telugu
Titans on the first match of
October 19.
“Even now, in the village,
everyone who used to play
with me calls me by my
nickname Nanha. I wasn’t
very tall as a kid, which is
why the name stuck. Now I
have a decent height, but

the name still remains,”
Narender fondly recalled in
an interaction ahead of the
11th season of the Pro
Kabaddi League.
Narender’s journey into
kabaddi began like a scene
from a heartwarming sports
movie. “As a kid, I was
drawn to the kabaddi
grounds where the older
boys played. What started
as fun with the senior play-
ers soon became a passion.
Initially, I was just a specta-
tor who didn’t have many
friends, but before I knew
it, kabaddi gave me a fami-
ly,” he recollected.
His dedication caught the
eye of Sandeep Kandola, a
local kabaddi coach, who
took him under his wings,
and went on to fine-tune the
youngster’s skills. “A small
kid used to come to watch
the senior players practice
with a lot of dedication.
Seeing him showing such

interest in the sport, I
pushed him to play every
day,” shared Kandola.
Narender acknowledged
the contribution of his fam-
ily and coach in shaping his
career. ”My family and my
coach have been very
important in my develop-
ment as a kabaddi player.”
“My coach, who had a gov-
ernment job, was also a
kabaddi player. He has kept
up the tradition of playing
the sport in our village in

Haryana. In fact, he still
trains the younger kids in
our village!”
As Narender’s talent flour-
ished, so did his dreams.
However, the path to recog-
nition wasn’t easy. “Earlier,
wherever I used to go, no
one recognised a kabaddi
player.”
But everything changed
with his introduction to the
Pro Kabaddi League
(PKL).
“Now, thanks to the Pro
Kabaddi League, everyone
recognises me. The league
has helped improve the face
value of kabaddi players. It
has also benefited me a lot,
be it about the money or the
recognition. And not only
mine, the league has
changed the life of all
kabaddi players,” he said,
thanking the promoters
Mashal Sports.
Narender’s big break came
in PKL Season 9 when he

joined Tamil Thalaivas.
The franchise’s CEO
Shushen Vashishth recalled
a pivotal moment, “I
remember we were in
Chennai; we had just lost a
match. Narender was very
disappointed with his per-
formance because he didn’t
know what happened. He
said, ‘I couldn’t move my
legs.’” The setback became
a turning point. Vashishth
explains, “There was a little
bit of his body movement
which our analyst had iden-
tified.   He carried this from
season 9 to season 10, and
he had to work on it. After
rectifying it, he practiced
hard, and from then on, it
was like Super 10, Super
10, Super 10 for the rest of
the season!.” Narender’s
journey hasn’t been without
challenges. “Just like a
kabaddi match, there are
ups and downs,” he reflect-
ed. But his mantra 

Ex-Man Utd, Real
Madrid defender

Raphael Varane retires
from football 

New Delhi, Sep 25: 
Raphael Varane has
announced his retirement
from football at the age of
31. The former Manchester
United, Real Madrid, and
France international took
to Instagram to confirm his
decision, citing ongoing
physical challenges, partic-
ularly with his knee, as the
key reason behind his deci-
sion to hang up his boots.
Varane, who joined Italian
club Como on a free trans-
fer this past summer after
leaving Manchester
United, was expected to
miss a significant portion
of the 2024 season due to
his knee issues. In fact,
Como had not even regis-
tered him for their Serie A
squad, as it became clear
that his recovery would be
a long one.
Rather than continuing to
battle for fitness, Varane
has chosen to step away
from the game, penning an
emotional farewell letter to
his supporters.
“They say all good things
must come to an end. In
my career, I have taken on
many challenges, rose to
occasion after occasion,
almost all of it was sup-
posed to be impossible.
Incredible emotions, spe-
cial moments, and memo-
ries that will last a life-
time,” Varane wrote in his
Instagram post.
Varane had an illustrious
career that included win-
ning the World Cup with
France in 2018 and lifting
four Champions League
titles with Real Madrid.
Reflecting on his journey,
Varane expressed immense
pride in his achievements,
emphasising that he want-
ed to leave the game on his
own terms. “I hold myself
to the highest standard, I
want to go out strong, not
just holding on to the
game. 
It takes a big dose of
courage to listen to your
heart and your instinct.” In
his letter, Varane highlight-
ed his gratitude for every
club and country he repre-
sented, stating, “I have
loved fighting for myself,
my clubs, my country, my
teammates, and the sup-
porters of every team I
have played for. From Lens
to Madrid to Manchester,
and playing for our nation-
al team. I have defended
every badge with every-
thing I have, and loved
every minute of the jour-
ney.”
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KATHUA/HIRANAGAR:  :
Addressing a series of BJP
election meetings in Kathua
and Hiranagar Assembly
segments today, Union Min-
ister Dr. Jitendra Singh said
that Kathua and Hiranagar
are interwoven with the core
ideology of BJP and Jan
Sangh.
Recalling the events of May
1953, Dr Jitendra Singh
said, it is from here that
Syama Prasad Mukherjee
had given a call for complete
integration of Jammu &
Kashmir, which ignited the
countrywide sentiment of
nationalism and also became
the motivation for a relent-
less crusade by thousands
and thousands of Jan Sangh
Karyakartas across the
country.
Dr Jitendra Singh further re-
called that this is also the
district Kathua which gave
India the first and the only
National President of
Bharatiya Jan Sangh or BJP
from Jammu & Kashmir in
the form of Prem Nath Do-
gra who took over as the Na-
tional President in 1955. He

said, it is the uncompromis-
ing struggle and sacrifice of
three generations of
Karyakartas from here
which kept the Party alive
even though there was no
government of BJP either at
the Centre or in the State. He
said, the story of the national-
istic struggle by the people
of Kathua and Hiranagar is
closely interlinked with the
growth and journey of
Bharatiya Jan Sangh and
then the Bharatiya Janata
Party.
Calling upon the people to
vote for Bharatiya Janata
Party not only to form the
government but also to de-

feat the forces that are trying
to undo the nationalistic
struggle of three genera-
tions, Dr Jitendra Singh said,
while Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi brought justice to
all by abrogating Article 370
and 35A, National Confer-
ence and Congress are talk-
ing of reviving these provi-
sions and depriving us of
equal rights. He said, on the
one hand, BJP’s “Sankalp
Patra” speaks of “Maa Sam-
man Nidhi” in the form of
Rs.18000/- per year for the
elderly woman of the house-
hold, on the other hand, Na-
tional Conference supported
by Congress talks of reviv-

ing 35A, thereby depriving
the daughters of their right
over their parental property.
Dr Jitendra Singh said, Hi-
ranagar had always spear-
headed nationalist move-
ment against discrimination
and divisive rule, and now
the time has come for this re-
gion to spearhead the move-
ment against the disruptive
forces, which are once again
trying to raise their head.
Referring to unprecedented
development works accom-
plished in the last 10 years of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government, Dr Ji-
tendra Singh said, Kathua
has been known at the na-

tional level for some of the
unprecedented projects like
Shahpur-Kandi project for
irrigation, North India’s first
Industrial Biotech Park,
Keerian Gandyal Bridge,
Atal Setu, Centrally funded
Government Medical col-
lege, Engineering College
under Rastriya Uchhatar
Siksha scheme, first-ever
seed processing plant,
dozens of new bridges, so on
and so forth.
The Congress and National
Conference governments,
said Dr Jitendra Singh,
worked against this region
so ruthlessly that while they
granted 4% reservation to
the youth living along the
LoC near PoJK from where
they got their MLAs and
MPs elected, they commit-
ted the inhuman sin of not
granting the same reserva-
tion to the youth living on
the other part of the border,
namely the International
Border, because it was not a
part of their vote back. This
anomaly was also undone by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, he said.

Kathua, Hiranagar Interwoven With Core
Ideology Of BJP, Jan Sangh: Dr Jitendra

Jammu: Under the able guidance of
Secretary J&K Academy of Art, Cul-
ture, and Languages, Ms. Harvinder
Kaur (JKAS), the Jammu & Kash-
mir Academy of Art, Culture, and
Languages (JKAACL) organized a
mesmerizing cultural program today
at the Central University of Jammu.
The event was part of the one-day
national seminar on NEP 2020 for
Viksit Bharat: Integrating Bhartiya
Knowledge Systems with Educa-
tion. The program brought together
performers and artists from the re-
gion, showcasing the rich cultural
heritage of Jammu, Kashmir, and
Ladakh. The event successfully
highlighted the essential role of cul-
ture in education, reinforcing the im-
portance of preserving traditional
knowledge systems for the overall
development of the nation.
The program commenced with a
spiritual and elegant Ganesh Van-
dana performed by Aakash Dogra
and his group from Natyaroots. The
invocation dance, dedicated to Lord
Ganesha, set a graceful and divine
tone for the rest of the evening,
evoking a sense of reverence and
cultural depth. The audience was
captivated by the seamless coordina-
tion and expressive movements of

the group, reflecting the significance
of traditional arts in Indian culture.
Following the Ganesh Vandana, the
cultural programme continued with a
vibrant series of dance performances
by Aakash Dogra, who brilliantly
showcased traditional Dogri, Kash-
miri, and Ladakhi dance forms. His
performances brought out the diver-
sity of the three regions, captivating
the audience with graceful choreog-
raphy and rhythmic precision. The
combination of these distinct dance
forms underscored the theme of
unity in diversity, aligning with the
broader goals of NEP 2020.

Accompanying the dance perform-
ances, Vanshika Jaral enchanted the
audience with her soulful rendition
of Dogri folk songs, most notably
"Lage Kanchi Dile Ge…" Her vocal
prowess, coupled with the emotional
depth of the song, left the audience
spellbound and evoked a strong
sense of cultural pride. Vanshika’s
performance was a reminder of the
timelessness of traditional folk music
and its enduring impact on cultural
identity.
The musical ensemble was equally
impressive, with Sahil Jasotra on
Tabla, Rakesh Jasotra on flute, Kris-

han Kumar on keyboard, Rakesh
Kumar on Octopad, and Naman on
guitar. Together, they created a har-
monious blend of classical and con-
temporary sounds that perfectly
complemented the cultural presenta-
tions. Their performances not only
highlighted individual expertise but
also reflected the rich musical tradi-
tions of the region.
Adding to the program’s appeal was
the anchoring by Muskaan Gupta,
whose energy and charm kept the au-
dience engaged throughout. Her
skillful presentation and lively inter-
action with the audience ensured the
event ran smoothly and maintained
a vibrant atmosphere.
Program in-charge Sanjeev Gupta,
Special Officer for Cultural Activi-
ties, Kathua, efficiently coordinated
the event, ensuring its smooth exe-
cution and overall success.
This cultural showcase was organ-
ized in tandem with a national semi-
nar discussing the importance of inte-
grating Bhartiya knowledge systems
into modern education, as outlined
by NEP 2020. The program demon-
strated how cultural expression,
through music, dance, and art, serves
as a critical bridge between tradi-
tional knowledge 

JKAACL Organizes Cultural Programme at Central University
of Jammu During National Seminar on NEP 2020

One drug peddler 
arrested and 

nearly 2kg of Ganja
Seized by Police in 
Miran Sahib near

Ring road, Jammu
Jammu: In a breakthrough
in the ongoing crackdown
on drug-related activities
under Operation Sanjee-
vani ,the  Miran Sahib Po-
lice Station has registered
a case FIR No. 97/2024
U/Ss 8/20/60 NDPS Act
and  arrested one individ-
ual involved in the illegal
possession of
narcotics.The accused per-
sons was identified as
Surinder Kumar @Kali
S/O Amar Nath R/O
Makhan Pur Bishnah , was
apprehended with a sub-
stantial quantity of nearly
2Kg of ganja in his posses-
sion & one Maruti Car
bearing Registration No.
JK02AJ -6846 also seized
in the instant case.The ar-
rest comes after a targeted
operation by the Sub Divi-
sion Police R.S.Pura
aimed at curbing the flow
of drugs in the area.Police
is actively pursuing further
investigations into the
case, with a focus on un-
raveling the broader net-
work of suppliers and dis-
tributors that may be
linked to the accused and
is looking into all angles
and the source of this nar-
cotic supply to ensure a
thorough crackdown. The
arrest marks a step forward
in the fight against drug
trafficking in the area, with
police urging the public to
stay vigilant and report
any suspicious activities
that could help curb this
growing menace.The po-
lice team of Police Station
Miran Sahib successfully
executed the recovery op-
eration under the strategic
leadership of SHO PS Mi-
ran Sahib. The operation
was closely monitored by
the SDPO R.S.Pura and
the Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP) Hrs, Jammu, en-
suring meticulous over-
sight throughout the
process.
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Second Phase Of J&K Assembly Polls
Records Over 54.11% Turnout: CEO Pole

SRINAGAR, Sept 25: More
than 54.11 per cent voters on
Wednesday exercised their
franchise in the second
phase of polling for 26 seats
in Jammu and Kashmir as-
sembly polls.
The polling passed off
peacefully, officials said.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, J&K Chief Elec-
toral Officer P K Pole said
the second phase recorded a
turnout of 54.11 per cent.
Pole said the percentage was
tentative as polling was go-
ing on at some places like
Hazratbal and Reasi.

He said the polling was
peaceful and by and large

smooth. “The polling was
overall peaceful. Some stray

incidents like arguments, etc
took place, but there is no

need for re-poll anywhere,”
he added.
During the second phase, a
16-member delegation of
foreign envoys visited the
valley to witness the polls.
This is perhaps for the first
time since the eruption of in-
surgency that international
observers were allowed to
witness the elections in
J&K.
However, the move drew
criticism from former chief
minister Omar Abdullah
who said the polls in J&K
were an internal matter of
the country.

JAMMU, Sept 25:  Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Wednesday said
restoration of statehood was the
“right” of people of Jammu and
Kashmir, asserting that the INDIA
bloc will hit the road and use “full
force” in Parliament and outside if
the Centre fails to restore it after As-
sembly polls.   In an election rally
here, he said the 2019 decision to bi-
furcate the erstwhile state into two
Union Territories (UTs) was “a grave
injustice” to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.
“This has never happened in the his-
tory of India that we have taken
away statehood and transformed a
state into a Union Territory,”
Gandhi, who is the leader of opposi-
tion in Lok Sabha, said.
“It should have never happened, and
I guarantee you that if the BJP does
not restore statehood after the elec-
tions, we — the INDIA alliance —
will use our full force in the Lok
Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and even take
to the streets for the restoration of
statehood to J&K,” he asserted.
This rally marked Gandhi’s third
visit to the region in nearly three
weeks, following prior stops in Ban-
ihal and Dooru on September 4 and

in Surankote and Central-Shalteng
on September 23. His visit comes
ahead of the crucial third phase of
the assembly elections, with the first
round having taken place on Sep-
tember 18 and the second on Sep-
tember 25.
Gandhi criticised the current admin-
istration for allegedly prioritising
“outsiders” over local residents,
claiming that the presence of the
Lieutenant Governor has margin-
alised local interests.
“As long as the Lt Governor is there,
outsiders will benefit and locals will

be sidelined,” he said, arguing that
the statehood was revoked to facili-
tate governance by non-residents.
He told the youths that the restora-
tion of statehood is “your right and
your future” and J&K cannot move
forward without it.
Gandhi began his day in Jammu with
an interaction with local profession-
als at a hotel before heading to JK
Resort Ground for the rally.
He further stated that the restoration
of statehood is crucial for the re-
gion’s future, asserting, “J&K can-
not move forward without it.”

In addition to his focus on statehood,
Gandhi criticised the central govern-
ment’s economic policies, alleging
that they favour a select few business
magnates.
“This government runs for Ambani
and Adani,” he claimed, denouncing
the GST and demonetisation as tools
designed to benefit these conglom-
erates.
Referring to migrant Kashmiri Pan-
dits and refugees from Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, he said all the
promises made to them by the Man-
mohan Singh government will be
fulfilled after the formation of the
National Conference-Congress gov-
ernment in J&K.
He also said the smart electricity me-
ters will be removed and Punjabi
will be granted official language sta-
tus.
The former Congress president con-
cluded his address by accusing the
BJP government and the Lt Gover-
nor of undermining Jammu’s eco-
nomic strength, which he described
as the central hub of J&K essential
for facilitating the production chain
from the valley to the rest of the
country.

INDIA Bloc Will Hit Road If J&K Statehood
Not Restored After Polls: Rahul Gandhi

Rajouri/Poonch, Sep 25:
Undeterred by the terror ac-
tivities over the past three
years, the voters in the twin
border districts of Rajouri
and Pooch lived to their tra-
dition to vote enthusiasti-
cally for the formation of
the next government in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Popularly known as Pir Pan-
jal region, the two districts
along with Reasi district and
three central Kashmir dis-
tricts of Srinagar, Ganderbal
and Budgam are voting in
the second phase of the
three-phase elections on
Wednesday. The fervour
was visible among the vot-
ers, who started queuing up
outside the polling stations,
including those set up near
the Line of Control (LoC) in
both Rajouri and Poonch
districts, and the polling was
going on peacefully when
the last reports were re-
ceived, officials said.
The authorities have made
adequate security arrange-
ments to provide a secure at-
mosphere for the voters to
exercise their democratic
right in the backdrop of ter-
ror incidents in the two bor-
der districts over the past
three years.
Rajouri’s Dhangri village,
which was targeted by the
terrorists on the New Year
day last year resulting in the
killing of seven of its resi-
dents and injuries to many
others, voted with passion.
“We are expecting cent per
cent polling and this is the
befitting reply to the terror-
ists, who want to disturb
Jammu and Kashmir,” for-
mer sarpanch Deeraj
Sharma told PTI.

Terror Activities 
Fail To Deter Border
Residents To 
Enthusiastically
Vote For Next Govt
In J&K
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